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cate to any person unless satisfied that !
he has been a managing clerk in the
truest sense of the term, and a man of the -

highest character. 1 do not see that there
is need for fear in that direction. Mr.
Hamersley seems to lay stress on the
point that because a man has passed three
examinations he must necessarily be a
better lawyer, or know more about law
than another man who has passed only
one examination. But a man might,
by study, get-through his examinations
in three years, and still know very little
about law. But if 2 man serves ten years,
five of which have been passed as a manag-
ing elovk. even though he failed in one
examination, yet with his lengthy ex-
perience he ought to be a much better
lawyer than the ordinary articled clerk.

How. R. F. SHoLL: An articled clerk
learns all branches of the profession; a

managing clerk does not.
Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: |

should think that a managing clerk
would get just as complete knowledge of
all the branches as does an articled clerk.
Mr. Sholl has stated that he intends to
move certain amendments in Committee.
I think it is only fair to members, not only
in this but in every case, that when amend-
ments are to be moved they should be
put on the Notice Paper. |t is extremely
difficult for members to grasp the entire
meaning of an amendment while it is
being read out by the Clerk. Amend-
ments intended to be moved by members
should be placed on the Notice Paper.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL—NELSON AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY LAND SALE.

Received from Legislative Assembly,
and read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT,
The House adjourned at 6-27 o'clock,
until the next Tuesday.

Question.

Leqisintive RAssembly,
Thursday, 3th August, 1506.

Paar
Queations : Rajilwny Broke-Vaus Contruct ... 930
Timber Cutting oo Crown Lands ;ﬂg%

Government Priuting Office Employees, ete, ...
Public Battery Boa.rg Report ... .. 832
Fishiugtiudustq Inquiry, to pdjourn from place
LT T

Bills ; Nels%u Agricultural Sociely Land Sale, 3k,
Rills of Sale Act Amendment, Report stage ...
Ewdence, 21, resumed, Com,, repol
Police Otfences, to reler to Nelect Committee
Land Tax A 2z, 1

went. 1, adjourned

Tee SPEAKER took the Chair at
430 o’clock p.m.

PrAYERS.

QUESTION—RAILWAY BRAKE-VANS
CONTRACT.

Me. JOHNSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Are the A.J. brake-vans now
being built by the comtractors, Messrs.
Hudson & Ritchie. near completion ¥
2, Wheu will these which it wuas de-
cided at the time of letting this contract
should be Dbuilé at the State Works in
order to check the cost, be started? 3,
Is the delay in starting this work in any
way responsible for the recent dirmissal
from the State Works of blacksmiths and
strikers ? 4, If not, why were these men,
some being old hands, paid off? 5,
When will the huilding of these brake-
vang be starfed at the State Works?
6, Does the Minister intend to take such
sieps 08 will prevent a similar delay
occurring in connection with the decision

" to build corridor cars at the State

Works ?

Tee MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, The A.J. bLrake-vauvs being
built by the Westralia Ironworks Ltd.
are abont half finished. 2, The material
for the vans to be Luilt by the Govern-
ment has not yet been received ; until this
bas come to hand, in the interssts of
economy it is not advisuble to start the
manufacture. 3, No. 4, These men
were employed in the manufacture of
ironwork for Gs., B., and C. trucks, and
brake gear for fitting vacoum brakes on
four-wheeled vehicles; the work being
completed the men were paid off. The

© Department has now under consideration

the manufactare of farther trucks. s,
See answer to No. 2. 6, The question of
building rolling-stock invelves the getting
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ing of Hansard be lot to the Morning

for the purpose of (a) seasoning, (b) | Heruld office?

saving delay. This is being thoroughly
gone nto, and will be dealt with shortly.
Hvery effort will he mule to push on
with the work.

QUESTION—TIMBER CUTTING ON
CROWN LANDS.

M=z. TROY asked the Premier: 1, Is
it a fact that the Cowbine (Millwr's
Karri and Jarrah Company) has been
given permnission to cut timber on Crown
lands at Wellington? 2, If so, why is
this being allowed in view of the fact
that the markewble timber on the ad-
joining leases which this company holds
us & concession is not eut out? 3, On
what conditions is it beiny allowed ?

Tae PREMIER replied: No.

QUESTION — GOVERENMENT PRINTING
OFFICE EMPLOYEES, Erc.

Mg. TROY asked the Treasurer:

1. Isita fact that seven machinists -

al, the Government Printing Office were
told on Friday last that their services
wounld not bhe required on the following
day, and that on the following day the
remuining machinists were told that they
would have to attend to two machines
each and instruct boys who were required
to take the places of the men who were
put off ¢

2. If su, is Lthe Mioister aware that
such a system is dangerous to the life
aod limb of the workers, and is regarded
in the industry as sweating, and that the
gystem is not in vogue in any private
establishment of standing in the Com.
monwealth *

7. If so, whal reasons were advanced,

- and is it the intention of the Minister to

adopt the recornemendation +

8. Is ita fact that men have been
discharged from the Government Print-
ing Office without notice, or without
receiving » week's salary in lien of
notice ?

9. If =0, was this step taken with the
Coloniul Treasurer’s knowledge and con.
sent, or by his instructions ¥

to, Is the Government Printer en-
gaging, or attempting to engage, hands
in Great Britain for the Government
Printing Office ¥

1. If so, how muny, and for what
positions ?

12. Is it the inteution to reinstate all
or portion of the hands discharged ?

13. If so, bow many in each branch
—machinists, compositors, and book-
binders ¥

Tne TREASURER replied :

1. Seven machinists were laid off on

i Friday last owing tv slackoess of work.

Advantage was taken of such slackness

- to instruct feed hoys, und when the boys

. Monday next.

3. TIs it a fact that boys are now en-
gaged on the machines and that others -

are ty sturt on Monday next, and is it the
policy of the Government to introduce
boy labour o displace competent. trades-
men ¥

4 Is it o Eact that a number of
printers, compositors, and bookbinders
have been put oft at the Government
Printing Oftice recently, and that private
firms are securing Government ordevs ¥

are proficient, each machinist will he
cxpected to make ready for one ur more
machines, according to the unature of the
work.

2. Thete is no danger to life and
limb; the sysiem is in vogue in all
establishments  of standing in.  the
Commonwealth, and is the custom of the
trade. :

3. Six boys are now engaged as feed
boys, and one more will be started on
3 The Governmeni does
not intend introducing boy labour where
conpetent tradestuen are necessary, hut
on the other band will not engage trados-

. men to do boys’ work.

+ laid off owing to sluckness of work,

. ing Govermment work.

5. TF su, will the Minister take the -:
necessary steps Lo secure the execution of |

all Government printing at the Govern-
ment Printing Office ?

6. Is it a fact that the Govermment
Printer has recommended that the print.

A number of men have been
I
have no knowledge of private tirms secur-
It is our inten-
tion to execute all Government printiog
at the Government Printing Office as far
as possible.

6. No.

7. Anpswered by No. 6.

8. Yes. Temporary hands neither
receive nor give notice,

9. Yes.

10. No.

4 andd 5.
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11. Answered by No. 10.

1z and v3. Handsdischarged through
slackness of work will be re-engaged when
their services are required.

FISHING INDUSTRY INQUIRY.

Me. DAGLISH (Subiaco) moved with-
out notice—

That in addition to the powers conferred on

the select committes appointed to inquire
into the Fishing Industry, farther authority be
given to the committee to adjourn from place
to place,
A large number of witnesses in the fish-
ing business resided and carried on work
at Fremantle, and it would be a material
saving of expense if the committee were
allowed to sit at that place for hearing
evidence. It would, in a large number
of instances, be difficult to get some of
the evidenece requisite if the witnesses
had to come to Perth, as they would lose
a day by doing so,

Tee PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
It was not the intention of the Govern.
ment to oppose the motion. At thesame
time he would like to draw the attention
of members of select committees to the
necessity of being as economical as possible
in the expense for taking evidence. The
printing bill was a considerable item, and if
the evidence were taken in narrative form
instead of questions and aunswers, con-
giderable reduction would be made. He
had had experience of Royal Commis-
sions,

Mr. Borron: This was not a Royal
Commission, unfortunately.

Tae PREMIER: It was practically
the same--the evidence might be taken as
in a court in narrative form, condensed
considerably, and there was then every
chance of it, being read when priuted.
He hoped members who were on select
committees would assist the Government
in keeping down expense in this direction.

ME. SPEAKER: In counection with
matters relating lo select committees, he
desired to point out that while it might
be necessary in the particular case to have
adjournments from place to place, his
attention had been drawn to the fact
that the holding of sitfings in different
places interfered materially with the
duties of the Hansard reporting staff. In
this case, adjournment from place to
place had been granted by the Upper
House. It was necessary to intimate to

[ASSEMBLY.)

Nelson A.8. Society.

members the importance of making it 4s

convenient as possible for memmbers to sit

in one place, if it could be so, as it would

otherwise interfere with the work of the

Hansard staff, -
Question put and passed.

QUESTION—PUBLIC BATTERY BOARD
REPORT.

Mr. HOLMAN (without notice) asked
the Minister for Mines: When will the
report of the Battery Board be placed
on the table of the House?

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied : T have not had time to peruse the
report, and until I have perused it and it
has been placed before Cabinet, I cannot
place it on the table. There will be no
undue delay.

Me. Tavror: How long will that
take P

Tae MINISTER: It all depends on
the number of guestions asked.

BILL—NELSON AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY LAND SALE,

THIRD READING.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Monre),
i moving the third reading, said that
when in Comwittee the member for Mur-
chison (Mr. Holman) had asked for the
values of the two grants of land to this
gociety. An official valuation was not
uvailable; but a gentleman resident at
Bridgetown stated that the two blocks
originally granted were valued at £20
each, while they were pow worth prac-
tically £800, and the new grant was
valued at approximately £150.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison) : Was it
in order to speak to the motion ?

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon. member
could mave that the Bill be recommitted.

Me. HOLMAN would move that the
third reading be made an order of the
day for Tuesday next.

Mz. SPEAKER: The hon. wember
might speak on the main question, but
such a speech was unusual.

Me. HOLMAN: The only desire was
that trustees of such reserves should
know that they could not without the
consent of ihe Government sell ground
given to them for specific purposes.
These lands had been virtually sold
illegally ; and the matter was sertous, for
unless such practices were stopped, the
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trnstees of every park, reserve, or recrea. i
tion ground might sell the same, refain °
the money, and apply to the Government
for more ground.

TrE PrEMIER : This land was sold in
pursuance of an oral promise by a former
Minister.

Mge. HOLMAN: The papers laid on
the table stated in one place that there
was no trace of such a promise, and in
auother that'a promise was made. For
some years Mr. Throssell had been out of
public life. He (Mr. Holman) protested
against a continuance of these practices,
though lie would not eppose this Bill.

Mz. SPEAKER desired to point out
to hon. members the importance of hav-
ing Bills completed before tbe third
reading. There was nothing to prevent
discugsion on the third reading; but
during his loag experience in the House,
nv amendment had been moved at this
stage, other than an amendment that the
Bill be read three montbs or six wouths
hence.

Mz, G. TAYLOR (Mt Margaret):
Could not a memwber oppose a Bill at any -
or all its stages?

Mr. SPEAKER: There was nothing
in the Standing Orders to prevent dis.
cussion on the third reading; but he
hoped this would wot become the custom.
As members knew, they had plenty of
time for umendment on the second read-
ing and in Comwmittee.

Mg. TAYLOR: Some Bills should be
debated and opposed from the Grst stage
to the last.

Mr. SPEAKER hoped that the good
sense of the House would prevail.

Mz. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill):
While in ordinary circumstances oppo-
sition to a Bill at the third-reading stage
might be nnnecessary. it would be unwise
to limit the right of members, which was
clearly laid down in Mey.

Tueg SPEAKER : The right un-
doubtedly existed.

Mg. HOLMAN had allowed the
second reading to puss without pro-
test, on the Premier's promise fo give
vertain information on the third reading.

Tur PREMIER: Which information
was given.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted -
to the Legislative Couneil.
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BILL—BILLS OF SALE ACT AMEND-
MENT.

REPORT STAGE,

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
N. Keenun): When the Bill was last
in Committee he undertook to con-
gider the question of extending to 14
days the notfice of intention to register
a bill of sale. The granting of this re-
quest of the member for Murchison (Mr,
Holman) would not meet the circum-
stances of out-back residents, and might
seriously embarrass the mercantile com-
muunity ; bence he was not prepared to
recommit the Bill to make that altetation,
It would be betier to give the Billa trial
in its present form, and if found inade-

" quate, it could be amended at a future

date. He moved—

That the report of Committee be adopted.

Mz. BATH recognised that the grant-
ing of the request of the member for
Murchison would unot sclve the problem:
presented in the back-country districts;
but aurely the Attorney (General had time
to devise some protection for the people
there, even admitting that the tentative

proposal was not of any use.

Me. HOLMAN would not oppose the
adoption of the report, but trusted that
when the Act was pext ameoded people
out-back would be prolected as well as
those in more favoured localities.

Question passed, the report adopted.

BILL—EVIDENCE,
SECOND READING.
Debate resumed from the 17th July;

the Arrorney (eneraL in charge of
the Bill

M. C. A. HUDSON (Dundas): I
confess at the outset that in dealing with
i measurce of this nature, so full of legnl
technicalities and provmons. it will be
very dificult to arouse interest in any
discussion that way arise. Iu general,
this is an excellent Bill; and the
Minister is to be conwratul.a,ted upon
having made an effort to place within
the compass of one epactment the
principles  and contained,
I uoderstand, in  about 26 other
measures. Moreover, he Thas at-
tempted some amendments, and has
introduced some pew and important
matter. The cousolidation of the Acts

provisions
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as a whole i§ a consummation de-
voutly to be wished; but I should like
to point out that the work of consolida-
tion is not an ordinary and simple work.
As an example of its difficulty, and to
show the complexities that arise and the
time that is involved in such work, I
would instance what happened in Victoria
some siX o1 seven years ago. 1n 1888 it
wag found that the Acts of that colony
were becoming so numerous and cum-
brous that a general consolidation must
Le undertaken; and the work was
eutrusted to the then Chief Justice, His
Hopour Mr. George Higginbothaw, one
of the greatest lawyers of the State and
one of the most liberal and broad-minded
wen amongst the democrats of Victoria.
With the assistance of two eminent bar-
risters and of the profession generally,
his honour was able, after a lapse of two
years, to place before Parliament o con-
solidation of the whole of the statutory
enactinents of that colony. The work
was found to have been done so
thoroughly and cumpletely that it was at
once adopted by the Legislature, and his
honour was publicly thanked in Parlia-
ment on behalf of the people. [give thig
as un instance of the difficulties jnvolved
in the work of consolidation ; aud I think
that the Government of this State should
not need much argument to induce them
to enter on a similar work. It will
be found that the statute law of Wes-
tern Australia comprises a vast num-
ber of Acts, contained in 14 volumes.
This is a position of affairs which should
not be allowed to obtain for any length
of time. A vast number of new Acts
passed during the last few sessions of
Parliament, making amendments in the
origimal laws and amendments on
amendments, have led te so many per-
plexitics and difficulties that the law is
becomning more involved, aml there is
great difficulty not only fov the public
but the Judges, magistrates, and justices
who bhave to administer the law.  Mem-
bers may perhaps ask what is the
relevancy of these observations and what
have they to do with this innocent-look-
ing litile measure—a Bill to consolidate
and amend the law of evidence ? T elaim
that when a consolidation is undertaken it
should be done thorounghly, completely,
and comprehensively.  Consolidation to

my mind iz not a work that shounld Le |
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Second reading,

done as patch-work or piecemeal; it
should he done with very great exactness,
very great care, and the process to wmy
wind should not he performed with nere
scissors and paste. There should be due
regard to the provisions in the original
measure and the purposes which they
were intended to serve; also to the
position and the preparation of the
different gections in the measure as we
have it placed before the House. Asa
consolidating weasare, I find on examina-
tion this Bill is somewhat deficient, as
an amending measure it is faulty, and as
i substantive measure of new enactments
it is positively dangerous. I do not
desire to make a speech oun the Bill
becavse as I said at the ouvtset I may
becowe involved in legal technicalities,
und my arguments may be deveid of
interest to a majority of members of the
House. I would like to give one instance
of the provisions of the Bill in particular,
not that I admit it is the only instance,
bat there is an instance of defect, of
fuwdt and danger. I rvefer principally to
the power given to compel answers to
incriminating questions. The mewber for
Kanowna (Mr. Walker) some few evenings
ngo enlarged on the principles involved
in the liberty of the subject. I do not
want to go beyond what he said, except
Lo remind members of that very forcible
speech he delivered on that occasion, and
to draw their attention particularly to
Clauses 11 and 12 of this consolidating
sud amending measure. Under these
vlauses it will be found power is given to
a Judge to require a witness to answer
incriminating questions under certain
circumstances, The clause itself is in.
volved. I do not propese to po into its
Eull meaning ; but in a consolidation of
the meagure due regard has not been
aiven to the intention of the Legisluture
in the original Acl.  In the marginul
note it is shown that Clavee 11, Sub-
«lauses (1) and (2), are taken from Act
39 Vietoria No. 6. On reference to that
Act I find the Bill was passed as an Act
to farther amend the administration of
jusiice. It is cited as “an Act for the
protection of witnesses.” *“This Act
may be cited for all purposes as the Pro-
tection of Witnesses Act.” 8o it will be
seen when the wmeasure was passed it was
intended for the protection of witnesses.
In its position in the Bill it is ot for
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the protection of witnesses, but for the
purpose of extracting from thewn sonie-
thing which they would not otherwise he

bound to give; and it is given under the °

heading of the ecompetency and compel-
lubility of witnesses, which is proof to
my mind that the best methods have not
been used in the preparation of the Bill.
I do net wish to be misunderstood to
make disparaging remarks about the
gentleman who I understand is en-
trusted with other multifarious duties
besides that of Parlianientary Draftsman.
No doubt the very high dignity that he
has to sustain as Solicitor General, a
title which in jtself causes him a great
deal of anxiety, is ridiculous when
applied to a public servant, I go beyond
what I bave said and druw attention to the
difference between the original Act and
this particular measure. It will be seen
in Clause 11 that certain powers are
given to u Judge in the original Act.
They were given to the Supreme Court
and to the Supreme Court vnly. In this
Bill the word * Judge” is loosely used,
and it is absolutely in the power of a
justice of the peace to exercise the fune-
tions that are placed within his power in
this clanse, Il would be absolutely ridi-
calous to atlow measures of this kind to
go through without the closest scrutiny.
When the Act was originally passed it
was thought fit to provide for the protee-
tion of witnesses, und the provision was
only to be exercised with the greatest
skill und care, because they had to evoke
the assiatance of the Supreme Court be-
fore it could be brought into operation.
But it is within the scope of a justice of
the peace to exercise the same powers
which were given to a Supreme Court
very guardedly. I do not want to go
beyond what I have =aid, and draw the
nttention of the House to these particular
matters which may be regarded as purely
technical. But I think this clause is
toore than techoical; it involves a prin-
ciple, that is whether a justice of the
peace possesses the skill and knowledge
required for the exercise of the discre-
tionary powers contained in the pro-
vision. Not only has defect heen shown
in the preparation of the measure, not
only has the amendment heen wrongly
placed in the Bill itself, but the spomeor
has gone so far as to place in connection
with the clause, nn original section taken
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from the New Zealand Act. That is an-
other section to which I am desirous of
drawing the closest scrutiny and atten-
tion of members before we allow it to
become the law of the country. I pre.
sume ! may be permitied to quote cer-
tain words from this clause because it
involves a principle. It says:—

{1.) In any proceeding for the breach of
any Act relating («.) stamp duties, or (b.) the
public revenues, or (¢.) the sale of intoxicat-
ing liquors, or in any procceding brought by
ot on behalf of or against the Crown under or
in pursuance of the provisions of any such
Act, the Judge may require any person to be
examined as a witness,

Again I remind the House that a Judge,
according to the definition, may be a
justice of the peace. When the member
tor Kanowna spoke the other night on
the liberty of the subject he introduced
references to the apparent desire on the
part of those interested in public prose-
cutions to evade any difficulties and evade
work which is cast on them by the Legis-
lature ; and I think his observations very
wise in that direction, and have a great
application to this clause. I ask the
House to consider this proposition. It
ig not an exaggerated exnmple, because
it is well within the scope of the clause if
it become law. A publican is charged in
the police conrt with Sunday trading, he
is called upon to answer that charge in
the police court, and when the case
comes on, the justice, if he chooses, may
ingist on the defendant going into the
witness-box and giving evidence against
himselt. That is a direct interference
with tbe liberty of the subject. Ifis an
entirely new provision in the Bill, and
should not be allowed to become the law
of the land. T do not want to elaborate
on the clause, but it is one that should
be instantly dismissed, and when the Bill
goed inlo Committee the whole of the
three snbclanses, as at present placed,
should be deleted from the Bill. I do
pot intend to give farther illustrations
than I have already given. A wman is
charged with an offence, and he should
be treated as innocent until be is proved
guilty. To place it in the power of a
justice to say that anyone in the position
I have illustrated should go into the
witness-box and give evidence against
himself on oath is something that ought
not to be tolerated. I do nol intend to
keep the House longer on this Bill, but T
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strongly urge on the Attorney General, '

who 1a the sponsor, that he should give

it farther and more mature considera-
tion. It is deserving of considera-
tion. It iz a Bill that one would
like to see enacted, because 1t effects
a consolidation in the direction we de-
sire. 1 do not think it is my duty to
aftempt any constructive amendment to
put the Billin order; indeed the Attorney
(General would treat it as other than a
compliment if any attempt was made to
mutilate his draft. If the Attorney
Greneral ingists with the same enthusiasm
that he has with other Bills in putting
this measure through the Assembly, the
vesponsibility will be on his own
shoulders.

Question put and passed.

Eill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Mze. InoingwoRrTH 1n the Chair; the
Arrorney GENEraL in charge of the
Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Interpretation :

Mr. BATH drew uattention tv the
term * Judge.” He thought it was the
first trme it had beea applied to a police
magistrate, a resident magistrate, or a
justice of the peace sitting in court.
Was that correct?

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes;
that was the definition. The object was
to prevent multiplicity of terms. TIf any
regtriction was necessary, that could be
effected.

Mr. BATH: In the interpretation of
legal proceedings, it waa stated that the
term included an arbitration. Would
that apply to the Court of Arbitration ?

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: No;
il. referred to an arbitration under the
Arbitration Aet of 1895.

Clause passed.

Clauscs 4 to 10—agreed to.

Clause 11—Power to compel answer o
recriminating question :

Mr. HUDSON asked the Attorney
General why this power was extended to
a justice of the peace under the measure,
and whether the Act had ever within
his knowledge been wsed, or whether il
was not an ohsolete measure altogether.

. shoulld bhe given.
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in Commiblee,

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL pre.
sumed the hon. member referred to the
otiginal Act?

M=x. Hopson: Yes.

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
provision in the original Act appeared to
be a most useful one. In the hearing of
the petition in regard to East Fremantle,
application was made by the counsel for
the petitioner to require a witness then
attending to answer u certain question,
and that the court should issue that in-
demnity to relieve him of any liability
the answer would involve. The fact
that the court had this power would lead
to evidence being procured which other-
wise would not be obtaivable; and
inasmuch as it was always an advantage
in cases before the court that every
possible evidence should he admitted
which could be admitted without in-

i juriously risking the liberty of any man

who gave his evidence, the power was a
right one.

Me. Hupsoxn: Tha certificate was dis-

. crotionary.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Judge told the witness Defore he
answered the interrogatory that it he
answered it he would issue the certifi-
cate. It was not a case of first of all
compelling a witness to answer aud then
issuing a certificate or leaving it a matter
of doubt.

Mgr. Borron: A justice of the peace
wonld have the same power,

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAT: Cer-
tatnly ; in many small cases it wounld be
right that they should be able to issue
certificates to witnesses who otherwise
wight not dare to give evidence because
thev would be affected.

M=z. HUDSON objected to the clanse

. extending the power to a justice of the

peace. The provision was for the com-
pulsion of witnesses, and the certificate
was discretionary. It was a very diffi-

- cult problem to place before any justice,

to say whether be should compel u wit-
ness to answer a question which might
incriminate him, and then exercise his
own diseretton whether the certificate
He moved an antend-
ment, that after the word * Judge,” in
line 4, there be added the words * of the

. Sapreme Court.”
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Awendmeni put, and a division taken
with the following result:—-

Ayes 14
Noes 21
Majority againgt ... 7
AYEA. Noks.
Mr. Both ' Mr. Harnett
Mr, Bolton | Mr. Brebber
bir. Collier . Mr. Buteher
Mr lish t Mr. Cowcher
Mr. Heitinahn Mr. Eddy
Mr. Hicks , Mr. Ewing
Mer. Holsnu Mr, Founlkes
Mr. Horan Mr. Gardon
Mr, Hudson My, Grogory
Mr. Lyuch Mr. Keeunn
Mr. Scuddan Mr. Layman
Mr. Taglor Mr. McLarty
Mr. Wnre Mr. Male
Mr, Troy (Peller), , Mr, Mitchell
My, N.J. Moore
' Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr, Price
Mr. Smith
Mpy. Veryard

l Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwick (Teller).

Awmendment thus negatived.

Mze. BATH : The clause provided that -
a Judge might, if it appeared expedient
te him tor the cods of justice, compel a
witness to give evidence even though
that evidence would incriminate himself ;
but ufter the evidence was given, he could
give hiw a certificate which would in-
demuify him against proceedings on that
particular evidence. But at the end of
the clause appeared the words, “ and wus
given 1o lis satisfaction.”
fair thut a judge, a police wagistrate, or
i justice of the peace should be invested
with this power.  He moved an amend-
ment—

That the words “ and waa given to his satis-
faction ” be struck out.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
striking out of these words would not be
maierind,

Amendmeat by leave withdrawn,

Me. BATH moved an aumendment—

Thist the words *to Lhe satisfaction of the
Judge,” in Subclause (2), be struck out.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: If
the amendment were passed, a man called
upon by the Judge to give evidence on
the yround that it was expedient for the
cause of justice might refuse to give
answers, or might give & gallible version,
or anight deliberately insult the court by
giving evidence n a way not useful, yet
that man conld still demand u certificate.
"The revtificate should only be given where
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a man in the witness-box made a clean
breast of it, and only then should the
court give him protection.

Mr. Hupson: And a justice of the
peace was to be a judge of that.

Taeg ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
were many cases where justices would
need to be the judge of that. Im the
case of u proseculion against a publican
tor selling liguor after hours, & man found
on the premises, an offence in itself, might
be called upon by the justice to give evi-
dence which might put him in the position
of an offender; so the justice should be
able to say to the man that if the questiony
were answered truthfully, no farther
action would be taken against him. If
we passed the amendment we might as

- well sitrike out the cluuse, because with-

out these words there would be no com-
pelling force or inducement to witnesses
to tell the truth.

Mz. BOLTON : The power might be
given to a judge but mot to justices.
There was u proportion of the justices
unfit to hold this power to demand that
one should give evidence and incriminate
Limself, and then perhaps withhold the
Some justires had not
sufficient brains to discriminate. Another
reason for supporting the amendment
was that seven members whe had voted
with the Gfovernment on the previous

a party question,

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: Of
the Opposition, 14 hud voted on the
division but ouly eight members remained
in the House to criticise the measure.
This was not a measure to be debated on
party lines.

MRr. Hupsow : The Governinent divided
the House on party lines.

Tue ATTORNEY (ENERAL:
Opposition members might be actoated
by that considerntion, but they conld not
assume that the same counsideration
actuated other members. He desired to
meet any suggestion of the Opposition so
long ag it did not uunduly restrict the
scope of the Bill, and he was prepured to
provide on recommittal that this power
should only be ygiven to Justices of the
High Court of Australia, Judges of the
Sopreme Court, the Chairmen of Quarter
Sessions, and Police or Resident Magis-
trates.  Apparently n justice of the
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peace was not looked upon as having | have gone in for legislation of thut char.

sufficient knowledge to use this power,
The member for North Fremantle seemed
to have a very low opinion of justices of
the peace. An amendment ou the lines
indicated would be moved on recom-
mittal,

Amendment (Mr. Bath’s) by leave
withdrawn.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 12— Witnesses in revenue cases
may be compelled to give evidence:

Mr. HUDSON : Whatever might be
said would have no effect, hecaunse it was
apparent that the majority of members
were prepared to swallow holus bolus any
pill the Attorney General placed before
then. The Attorney General might
know the ingredients of these clauses, but
to him (Mr. Hudson) they had no mean-
ing except. to enable farther police perse-
cution, to relieve the Crown Law Depart-

ment of duties they were bound to per-

form, to corksecrew evidence out of
witnesses and to generally pillory them,
and to introduce to this country such
legislation as might be found in the time
of the inquisition. This clause had been
taken from the New Zealand Act with
scigsors and paste, but it had been intro-
duced in New Zealand with regard to the
sale of intoxicating liquors to provide for
the absolute prohibition existing in that
State. As there was no prohibition here,
there was no need for such a stringent
provision. :

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL regret-
ted that the hon. member felt it necessary
to indulge 8o much in fiery denunciation
of this clause. The clanse had been in force
in New Zealand as it was printed in this
Bill; and as regarded stamp duties and
public revenues, it was the common law
in Aastrabia. For instance in the Com-
monwealth to-day, it a man were sued for
defrauding tbe revenue he could be com-
pelled to give evidence, hecause the right
of the Stute was always placed above the
right of the individual. In regard tothe
stamp duties and public revenues, not
only was the provision the law in New
Zealand, but it was the law also in the
" the Commonwealth, and the Common-
wealth was a modern institution. The
member for Dundas had referred to this
legislation as heing antique. If so it was
peculiar that the Commonwealth should

[}

acter. In regard to the provision concern-
ing intoxicating liquors he (the Attorney
Greneral) had intended to suggest that the
clause be restricted so as not to give the
power specified in the clause to the court
in the case of an acensed person. So far
as the stamp duties and public revenues
were concerned, it was regorded as a
proper public policy to have the right to
call on persons to answer questions in the
witness. box.

Mr. Hypson:
tioned.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: But
the hon. member had suggested deleting
the clause, and the proviston with regard
to stamp duties and public revenue com-
prised two-thirds of the clause. Ip New
Zealand the craze for putting down the
liquor traffic hud been of such a character
that they had gone to extreme lengths,
and we could reasomably halt somewhat
short of the length they had gone to in
New Zealand. Therefore, on recommittal
an amendment would be moved te pro-
vide that the power of the court should
not relate to an accused person.

Mz. HOLMAN: This was a new pro-
vision in Waestern Australia, and he
would like the Attorney Genernl to
quote instances to show the necessity
for it. Tt was desirable to strike out
the provision in regard tv the sale of
intoxicating liquors. If we continued to
add to our statute-book hecause certain
provisions were law elsewhere, our statute-
book would lbecome unwieldy.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: Al
ready he had promised to recommit the
measure to provide that the clause should
not apply to accused persons. As to
intoxicating liquors, it was almost im-
possible to obtain evidence except from
persous who were pregent.  Farthermore
the premigses where the hquor was con-
sumed might not be licensed premises,
but slygrog premises which existed in
the State. This clause would enable
the Police Department to do away with
informenrs.

Clause put and passed.

That was not gques-

Clauses 13 to 18—agreed to.

Clause
adultery :
Mz. BATH : Did this provision apply
to the offence which was the subject of

19 —- Privilege in suits for
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examination hy the court, or to any
offence.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : This
provision reluted to civil trials, dissolu-
tion of marriage. Persons were nol. ¢com-
pelled fo answer any questions as to
their own adultery, unless in the same
preceeding  evidence had already  been
given of digproof.

Clause passed.

Clauses 20 to 23—-agreed to.

Clause 24—Questions tending to crimi-
nate : .

Meg. HUDSON: Clause 11 provided
that a person might be compelled to
answer questions tending fo criminate
himself under certain conditions, but
exception was made here.

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
portion of the Bill dealt with the protec-
tion of witnesses, and no witness wonld
be cotnpelled to answer questions tendiug
to criminate himself, unless in the excep-
tion provided, for this clause set up the
position that a witness in the hox was
not obliged to criminate himselt.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 26 to 36—aygreed to.

Clanse 37—Evidence
offences against morality :

Mz, HOLMAN : This was & new pro-
vision, and it might be a very wise one,
or it might nut be. Perhaps the Attor-
ney General could give reasons why the
clause was provided.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
was not a new provision. It was part of
the Criminal Code. 1f members looked
at the third schedule they would see the
vffences to which the clause relited, In
regard to these offences the evidence of
a child was of a dangerous character to
take alone without confirmation. Unless
there was some testimony corroborating
the evidence of the child, it would
be a most dungerous proceeding. Un.
fortunately children suffered very much
from hallucinations and were unreliable.

Clause put and passed.

in  ordinary

Clauses 38 to end —agreed to.
Schedules (five). Title—agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment.
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Order read, for consideration of the
Bill in Committee.

MOTION—-8ELECT COMMITTEE,

Tee ATTORNEY GENERATL (Hon.
HN. Keenan) moved —

That the order be discharged from the

Notice Paper, and the ERill be referred to a
Select Committee of the House.
He said : Criminal law cun be effective
only when it has the unanimous sanction
of the Parliament by which it is
enacted. Tt is, above all other forus of
legislation, one that cannotadwitof acri-
monious debate and of party divisions
which would derogate from its authority.
Iu most communities the sanction of tke
law is the power of the Executive; but in
the British dominions it is a watter of
extremy congratulatior that the law re-
ceivea its main support from the practi-
cally unanimous endorsement of those
who enanct it, and through them of the
people whom they represent. Tt is
therefore eminently desirable that we
should, when enacting statutes of this
character, uvoid the struggle for the
inclusion or the exclusion of any
offence or any penalty. For this
reuson I think it extremely advisable
that the Bill be referred to a select com-
mittee that can bring in a report, which I
feel sure the House will in the wmain
accept, us to what portions of the exist-
ing law can best Le omitted from our
statute-book, and whai portion of the
suggested amendments is worthy of
being accepted and inclnded in our
statute-book.

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): Isit
pecessary to move to discharge the order
from the Notice Paper before moving to
refer the Bill to u seloct committee ?

Mgr. SPEARKER: That is the proper
procedure.

Mg, BATH : 1 way say ut the outset
that I shall oppose any sugpestion to
refer this measuare to a select committee.
After the exhibition we had last night,
during the election of a select comnittee,
I am quite satisfied that if in fuoture the
sanie powers are exercised in making such
appointments, there is very little hope of
the resnlts of select committees’ labours
being at. all satisfactory. Tt has been the

. practice in this House, ever since I becawe
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a member, that the member who moved
for a select committee on any question
wag on the committee ex officio and with-
out being elected ; but the practice has
invariably heeu to appoint two members
from each side of the House, waking five
inall.  That practice has always been
adopted, irrespective of the matter to be
submitted to the select committee. But
when the member for Mount Magopet
(Mr. Troy) moved for a select commtitee
on the sweating evil, that procedure was
departed from and the Government used
their majority to achieve that end.

Me. Hornaw: They decided that ves-
terday in caucus.

Mz, BATH: As to the Bill, I suy that
to submit so controversial a measure to a
select committee is absolutely undesirable.
In the first place, we have had, as T
pointed out when the Bill was introduced
by the Attorney General, an attempt to
shelve his responsibility for the intro-
duction of some provisions which be dis-
claimed, and of others which he had no
sympuathy with and did not advocate.
Now, the second reading having been
carried, he desires to coutinue that policy,
and to shelve the whole responsibility on
a select committee. I say thaf, having
passed the second reading, the Hounse
should consider the Bill on ils merits.
If the select committee were appoiuted
by the weans udopted vesterday, its
report could not give any satisfac-
tion to members on this (Opposition)
gide; and probably we should deem it
necesgary, in the interests of our con-
stituents and of the country, to discuss
fully the provisicos of the Ball. I think
it will save the time, trouble, and attention
which the select committee would have to
devote to the measure if we discuss the
Bill in Committee of the Whole, and
allow members generally to thresh ont
the clauses.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
I take exception to what the last speaker
has said regarding the arrangement as to
who should be on the select committee
appointed vesterday. As a matter of
fact, I and two other wembers on the
Government side were in the lobby, and
did not come in to record ovur votes.

Mz. Batu: One of the other * Pre-
miers " ¢,
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Tre PREMIER: The hon. member
has taken every opportunity of referring
to the other * Premiers.” The other day
he told the Honse that the Attorney
General was always hanging on to my
coat-tails. Well, T had rather have
gomebody hanging on to wmy coat-tails
than try to hang oo to somebody else’s
coat-tails, ag the hon. member has to do.
He has said that the procedure of the
past is being departed from in the
tmotion before us; but the Attorney
General has explained that the discussion
of a Bill of this sort can be more calinly
and deliberately conducted in a select
committee than in the House.

Mgr. H. DAGLISH (Subiuco): I
intend to say a few words on this matter,
because I am interested, mot in the
quarrel regarding the appointment of
yesterday's select committee, but solely
in regard to the Frinciple involved in the
present proposal; and I object enbiruly
to the principle of referring . measure
like this to a select committee. TIn the
past the practice has been to refer to
such bodies only measures containing
certain  technical difficulties, requiring
the collecting of evidenece to enable the
select committee to present a recom-
mendation wpon which the House ecan
act. In this measore there are no
techunical daffienlties whatever, Apart
from that, the measure is far-reaching--
one affecting every person in the State,
and a measure of so clear a character
that the man in the sireet and the
ordinary member of this House cun fully
grasp its meaning without any technical
evidence being called to enable him to
arrive at the effect of its cluuses. When
I bad—shall I say the misfortune —to sit
on the Treasury bench, I always objected,
as I am objecting now, to the Govern-
ment having faken from it the responsi-
bility of submitting proposals to Parlia-
ment,

Tee MinisTer ForR DMiwnes: You
agreed to your Health Bill being referred
to a select committee.

Mer. DAGLISH: As a compromise 1
agreed to the request of the Opposition,
supported by certain followers of the
Governmeni. But that Bill contained o
large number of techuical proposuls. And
what was the vesult of submitiing
that valuable wmeasure—a very different
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measure from that rejected a few days
ago by another place—to a select com-
mittee? The committee dug the grave,
and unfortunately ihere was no one to
write the epitaph of the Bill. And so
the administration has been unsatisfac-
tory for the past two years; and probably
some years must still elapse before an
equally valuable measure will be sub-
mitted to the consideration of this House.
The Government should take the respon-
sibility for Bills of this sort, the respon-
sibility of either advocating or refusing
to advocate the various proposals brought
before the House; and in dealing with
such a measure, many of the clauses of
which are most admirable and most
desirable, and reflect credit on the Min-
ister who introduced them, members are
quite competent to sift the wheat from

the chaff, to reject whut is bad and to -

retain what is good. I hope that the
principle of employing select committees
to draft our legislation will not be in-
troduced in this Chamber to a grenter
extent than it has been in the past. In
fact, I hope that, if anything, we shall have
a reduction in the number of select com-
mittees appninted for drafting purposes;
because they simply afford a loophole
through which Ministers as well as other
members of the House can escape from
their responsibilities. If a Bill is sub-
mitted to us in the ordinary course, if it
is discussed as usual in Committee, every
one of us who takes part in that discus-
sion, everyone who holds a seat in the
House, is responsible for the result of
our deliberations, for the decision ur-
rived at. But if a select committee sit,
and if it take evidence and discuss the
measure, when its finding is brought up
in the House those who seck to discuss
the clauses of the Bill are continually
reminded that the whole thiug was
threshed out by the select commitive,
that the committee is satisfied, has
brought in a recommnendation based on
the evidence taken, and that it is no use
going farther into the matter. Therefore
members are continually asked to pass
without discussion clauses that may be
of the most vital importance, and that
may have received but inadequate eou-
sideration from the select committee.
I for one am not prepared to pass on toa
select committee my rights or my re-
spongibilities in respect of this or any
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other Bill. T intend tv support a very
large number of clauses in the Bill
with a view to getting the great bulk
of the measure passed in this House; but
if the Bili be referred to a select com-
mittee, as the Attorney General proposes,
then T shall examine its clauses no less
rigorously ; and I can assure the Minister
that T sghall discuss them at no shorter
length because of the fact that certain
members have already instructed me as
to how I ought to deal with the Bill,
T hope the discussions of Parliament will
not be in the committee chamber, but
will take place in public, so that the
public shall not only know the decisions
arrived at, but will be fully seized of the
reasons that have actuated the members
inarriving at their conclusions. Without
further remark I desire to oppose the
motion submitted by the Attorney
Greneral.

Me. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret): I
was more than surprised to hear the
Attorney General move to strike the
order off the Notice Paper with the
object of referring the Bill to a select
committee,. If my memory serves me
well, when the member in charge of the
Bill was moving the second reading he
pointed out to the House, as an argument
in favour of the measure, that it was o
cousolidating Bill, and that most of the
provisions coutuined within its covers
were ulruady on the statute-book, and he
tarther slated thut there were only five
or six, or at any rate very few clauses which
were new, The Attorney General gave
as bis reasons for these clauses being
contained in the Bill that his predecessors
in office had from time to time carefully
compiled these provisions, and out of
respect to these gentlemen who had pre-
ceded him as Attorney Generul the clauses
had Deen included in the Bill. The
Attorney Gteneral pointed out that he had
no strong feelings on the clauses, but he
desired the consolidating measure to le
kept intact. The provisionsofthe Bill have
largely been in operation for many years
in Western Australia, and as set forth
by the Attorney General the measnre re-
peals some six Acts on the statute-book
and retains three, and there are only a
few new clauses, Therefore, I want to
know the necessity for a select com-
mittee to consider legislation that bas
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been on the statute-book for years. It
gseems, a8 I bave been reminded by the
member for Guildford (Mr, Johnson),
that it is only a deaire to kill the mea-
sure, If it i3 not to kill the measure, it
is in my opinion, I candidly say, to
ghirk responsibility. What other posi-
tion can I fake up when there are only
half a dozer new clauses which the Gov-
ernment, are not particularly wedded to,
the other provisions being on the statute-
book ¢
the Government that we should appoint
n select committee, ulthough we have had
the statements of the Premier and the

Speaker as to curtailing expenses of se-

leet committees. We are told this is a
consolidating measure, which shows the
fallacy of the Attorney General bringing

down Bills of a consolidating character. .
I shall oppose the appointment of & se-

lect committee for the reasons I have
given. There is no necessity for a select
commitlee to consider legislation which
has been in operation for years in West-
ern Australia, and in the face of what we
experienced yesterday afternoon in refer-
ence to the appointment of a select com-
mittee, it would be quite right for the
Oppositior  if they could, under the
Standing Orders controlling the busi-
ness of the House, to refuse to take
part in select comunrttees in future.
It bus always been the practice when a
member has moved for a select com-
mittee to lave two members selected
from either side of the House. In the
old Parlizment when there were three
parties, and the Labour party only num-
bered six members, even at that stage
the Labour party were represented on
select committees. Butwhat do we find ?
A select committer wuas asked for vester-
day to inquire into the sweating evil
There i1s a member on this (Opposition)
side of the House who, if there is a
mewmber in the House qualified to go on a
select committee of that character, I say
is the only one sitting in the House
who is quailified for snch select com-
mittee; a man who has worked at his
trade and calling that enables him to
know what sweating is, aud his trade is
the most sweated in Australia. He has
taken an active part in trying to slop
sweating, and he has been blackballed
from one end of the State to the other.
He was blackballed in the other States
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before he came here; and he coutd have
probed the matter to the bottem if he had
been appointed on that select committee.
It was the desireof members on this side
that the member referred to should he
appoiunted, and it was the desire of the
member who moved the motion that the
member should be appointed on the seleet
committee,

TaE TreEssvrer: To whom do you

« refer?
There is a desire on the part of |

Mg. TAYLOR: Mr. Ware,

Tee Treasorkr: Why did yom not
mention it then ?

Mz. TAYLOR: It was mentioned.

Mz. Batr: Yuu knocked one of our
names off.

[Several interjections.]

Mr. NSeeAKER : Order!

Mr. TAYLOR: Tt must be apparent
to every member that there was a feeling

. created in this Chamber when | men-

tioned the proceeding of yesterday after-
noon. Members on both sides are so
that practically they have
drowned my utterances on this question.
T venture to say that if it were possible
to obtain the ballot-papers of yesterday
afternoon and we could perusc them we
should find that those members sitting
on this side of the House voted in favour
of Mr. Johnson the member for Guildiord,
and Mr. Ware the member for Hannans,
being on that committee. We should
find that the manipulation took place on
the side of the House where the brutal
majority sits. It is scundalous in the
extreme that the Government should try
to hide this sweating by putting forth
their majority to prevent a member 1rom
this side sitting on that committee.

Me, SPEAKER: The m.vmbpr 1ust
not proceed in that strain. It 1s reflect-

ing on the (overnment, attribmting
motives.

Mgr. Batu: It is unfortunate, but it
is true.

[Mr. HowMaN interjected.]

Mg, SPEAKER: | shall pume the
member for Murchison, if he procecds
farther in this matter. | have no desire
to go to extremes and shall be sorry to
do so, but T will not allow the House to
control me. I intend to control the House



Police Offences

while 1 oceupy the Chair. | desire to
point out that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion interjected just now, and he as an
old membher of the House who has occupierd
the position of Chairman of Committees,
shoul:l know that this mode ol proce-
dure is not a proper one, and I hope he
will not interject again as he did & moment
ago,

Mr. TAYLOR: | have no desire to
cast any reflection on the (fovernment,
but if speaking the truth is a reflection,
then the Government conld have guarded
againstit.  Tfitisnecessary that 1 should
withdraw the statement, 1 will withdraw
it. T want to say, and if [ say it with
a little Jess warmth it will not be so
objectionable, that the Ciovernment yes-
terday manipulated their votes to prevent
a member from this side of the House
being placed on the committee.

Tt TREASURER : They did not do it.

MR. TAYLOR: That member could
probe the sweating evil in Western Aus-
tralia. He is the only competent member,
one who has had practical experience ;
but his name was religiously left off the
hallot-paper by members on the Uovern-
ment side, and worse still the names of
three members on the Government side
were placed on the ballot-paper.

Mr. WaLkeR : They were handed round
by the Whip.

Me. TAYLOR: [ am reminded by a
member on this side that the Whip on
the (iovernment side handed the names
round. I dare say this debate as it pro-
ceeds will enable the member for Mount
Magnet to make the position more clear.
! am only stating what 1 have gathered,
for | was not here after tea last night.
us I was suffering too much pain to remain
in the House; but while | am in the
House, no matter under what conditions,
I shall endeavour to do my duty as a
member of Parliament. I say there is
no necessity for a select committee to
consider the Bill, as it contains only some
five or six new provisions according to
the Attorney (eneral’s statement, and
these the Government are not at all
wedded to. The measure contains only
Acts which we have on the statute-book,
and the Government desire a select com-
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mittee to consider legislation now in exist-
ence. lt is too absurd for words, and I
can only suy the object must be to shirk
responsibility, The Attorney (eneral is
deeply sensible of the amount of feeling
the Bill has ereated in the eountry, the
amount of hostility the measure has
aronsed, especially on the goldfields and
in the metropolitan eentre. [ quite under-
stand the necessity for somebody else being
in charge of the Bill than the Minister
who has charge of it. [ hope the Housc
will not allow the select committes to
he appointed, no natter how the per-
suasive powers of the (lovernment arve
hrought to bear on members, lor the
committee will have to consider laws that
are already on the statuie-book. It is
ridiculous. I hope members will not allow
the select committee to be appointed. |
shall oppose it.

M GG FOULKES (Claremont)
L think the member for Mount Margaret
i8 unduly exeited about the reference to a
select eommittee. When | was asked
whether L thought it desirable to refer
the Bill to a select committee, 1 did not
think much good cmuld be gained by
referring the Bill to i select committee;
and | believe that the Attorney Ueneral
has suggested that this measure sheuld
be referred to a seleet committee, not for
the purpose of dropping the Bill, but
because he thinks thar it will better
facilitate the passing «f the measure.
As | pointed omt when the matter was
first mentioned to me, | do not think
that any work a seleet eommittee may
devotr to the Bill would influence or
should influence the opinions of mem-
bers in the Heuse. 1 hold with regard
to certain clases in the Bill cortain sirong
opinions which | have held for years:
refer to that part dealing with drunken-
ness. There are svme very important
clauses in the Bill. and nothing that any
select committee may say will influence
my opinion one iota on those clauses.
I believe that the reason for the Attorney
General suggesting that the Bill should
be referred to a seleet committee was to
facilitate the passing of the measure.

At 630, the SPEARER left the Chair,
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At 7.30. Chair resumed.

Mi. FOULKES {continuing) : Just be.
fore the short adjournment [ was
saving there were many subjects in this
Bill wpon which the decision of a select
committee would not be able to assist us
very much, and there arve other clauses
dealing with such important matters, for
instance a8 the provisions in regard to
gaming. Very many decisions have been
given in the old country, and also in Aus-
tralia, in relation to various laws con-
cerning betting, and if this portion of the
Bill is referred to o select committee, |
say, with all due respect to such com-
mittee, that the members being layvmen,
nol having much knowledge of the law,
I do not think their decisions would he of
mueh assistance. When dealing with
betting-houses I should be better satisfied
with the opinion of Mr. Sayer or the
Attorney (ieneral wpon the subject, and
any decision of lay members of the House

would not affect me at all. For that |

reason 1 do not think we shall gain very
much by referring the matter to a select
committee, because they will not be able
to assist us in framing the best laws to
put a stop to the gambling that is taking
ace in this country.

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES (llon,
H. Gregory) : L would like to refer to the
action of the Covernment last evening
in regard to the select committes appoint-
ed upon a mation brought forward by
the member for Mount Magnet {Mr.
Tray). It is quite true that the (iovern-
ment asked that three of the committee
should be appointed from this side of the
lHlouse. We lbere pvepresent o majority
and a very Dwportant one.  The other
side have two members upon that select
committee, and the majority of the Howse
have three members on i,

Mg, Scanpay: What about the ¢hair-
man

The MINESTER FOR MINES : | think
we are quite justified in asking that the
majority shall bz represented hy a
majority on the select committee, |1
would like to emphasise this peint, that
we were not aware of anyv special desire
that the member for Hannans (Mr. Ware)
should he appointed on that committee,

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mgr. BorroN: He had no chanee,

Tar MINISTER FOR MINES: Maost
decidedly. The opportimity exists at the
present moment. 1f the hon. members
opposite think that he would he a better
representative on that select committee
than the member for Guildford (Mr.
Johnson}, the menmber for Guildford could
canily retive in favonr of the member for
Hannans.  We on this side say that there
ghould be a majority of this side on that
comniitter, and in the vote we insisted
upon that. There is nothing very ex-
ceptional about it, ] can remember—
of course it was at my request-—a ¢om-
mittee  being appointed in this llouse
when every member of the committee
wus appointed from one side of the House,
from that side those members are sitting
upon.

Mg. Barh: It was a special arrange-
nment.

THr
my request.

MR. Barr: There was no request at all.

T MININTER FOR MINES: 1 do
not think it should bhe considered thar
because any side of the House gers up and

MINISTER FOR MINES: At

that side of the House should have a
majority on that committee. 1 think
that is a good deal by the way. The
qquestion is whet her it is a wise proceeding
on our part to refer this Bill to a select
conmittee.  The member for  Mount
Margaret (Mr. Laylor) waxed very wroth
with regard to this. I members look
back to list session, when he lind a similar
pill before the Hounse, the Health Bill,
they will see that he moved that the Bill
should be referred to a seleet committee.

Me. BovroN: And gave you two mem-
heps,

Tue MININTER FOR MINES : We have
very great pleasure in allowing two of
the other side to be on the select com-
mittee.

Mg. JonxsoN: You would like to give
us the lot, 1 know.

Thug MINTSTER FOR MINER : I have
no intention of doing anvthing of the

{ sort. . Phen again, take the Local Counrts

Bill introduced by that side last session.

1 think it was one of the first Bills brought
| forward. and they immediately asked
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that it should be refered 1o a select com-
mittee. The present DPremier was on
that committee, and I think we gave all
the assistavee we could in helping to per-
feet that Bill. We look npon this Rill
as one containing very serious clauses,
especially put in for the protection of
property and for the protection of the
individual. The question is, how far
should we go! I know some members
oppodite object very strongly to some of
the provisions of this Bill dealing with
goldstealing. Surely we want some evi-
dence to see whether it is wise that these
provisions should he put through. We
should not go blindfolded into legislation,
and the greater the inquiry made,
especially when we are legislating so
particularly agninst the individual, and
the more information we obtain, the
Letter we can legislate. [ think we are
quite justified in asking that thi= Bill be
referred to a select comunittes, and 1
want again to emphasise that those
gentlemen who have protested so much
were only ton glad lust session to have

(9 Avarsy, 1906.]

their own PRills referred to a select com-

mittee. [Interjeclion hy MR. SCADDAN.]
Many of tle present members were
not  here last  Parliament, and those
hon, members have not raised so much

noise.  The member for Mount Margaret

was one who waxed so wroth, yet, as 1
pointed out, he moved that the Health
Bill should be referred to a select com-
mittee. There has heen
usnal in this procedure, and in my opinion,
if we had the valuable advice of a select
committee upon this measure we should
be able to get far more informatian.

Mr. .J. B. HOLMAYN (Murchison) : The
Attorney General when asking this
House to appoint a select commnittee to
deal with this mcasure stated that a Bill
like the Police Offences Bill would not
permit of any debate. It is a question
involving the liberty of the people.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: What do you
mean by debate ?

Mr. HOLMAN : I do not know what
you mean. A measure involving liberty
is one to be debated to the very last imit
in this House. The measure not only
involves the liberty of the people of West-

nothing un-
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ern Austealia, but it also encroaches upon
the safety of their homes. 1t does not
matter what report any select committee
brings down to the [House in connection
with this matter, [ am going to express
my opinion on every clause, when 1 think
it necessary to do so. A lot has been
satd about the selection of select com-
mittees. The Minister for Mines mention-
ed a select committer last session con-
sisting entirely of members from one side
of the House. ‘That was in connection
with the “ Empress of Coolgardie.” |
believe the Minister for Mines was one
of those who specially asked for the
members of thatcommitteetobe appointed
from one side of the House. ‘The reason
that they were all appointed from one
side of the House was because it was
thought advisable, as evidence had to be
taken on the Eastern Goldfields and the
whole of these people had to go up there
at the week-end.

Mr. Barit: It was not that.

MRr. HOLMAN : Another reason was
that because the present Minister for
Mines being involved in this affair wanted
a totally iapartial committee from the
other side of the House to go into the
matter. These were the reasons those
people were appointed upon the select
committee, and never before since 1 have
heen in this House have [ known in re-
gard to the selection of select committees
such a state of affairs as occurred last
night. It was a disgraceful proceeding.
The Minister for Mines has come forward
and informed the House that he was
responsible for that state of affajrs. That
is in keeping with mauy actions of that
geatleman when dealing with matters
before the House. In his own opinion
it is the correct methinl of procedure.
He is cntitled to his opinion, and we are
entitled to our opinions on this side of
the House. 1f a select committee does
report on this measure, what influence
will it have upon the House? 1 do not
think it will have any at all. We know
why these on the other side of the House
desire to have a select committee: it Is
to shirk their responsibility and put it
upon the shoulders of a select committee.
1 do not think they should shelve their

; responsibility and then place upon a select
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committee the responsibility of the thing.
The object of referring the Bill to a select
committee is to prevent members from
dealing fully with the measure. I have
had experience of select committees, one
of them being in connection with the
{'ollie-Boulder Railway. A select com-
mittee was appointed on that matter and
it was a very queer arrangement, becatlse
after the select committee had brought
its report down to the House, the report
was never received. The iden in con-
nection with the appointment of a select
committes was to prevent discussion on
that rather smellful affair, the constroe-
tion of the Collie-Boulder Railway, 1 do
not think we should place the responsi-
bility on select committees any more than
we can possibly help. There were several
select committees appointed by this House.
and I could mention scveral appointed
since I have been here whose reports were
not dealt with or whose recommendations
were not accepted by the House. And
if we refer this matter to a select committee
the result will be that it will be delayed
for some time. The Government by the
clauses they have inserted in this measure
have aroused the indignation, perhaps 1
should say, of the people of the country
against every individual working on the
goldfields or living on the goldfields being
practically deemed a criminal; because
this measure will do nothing else. Neither
the individval nor the home is sacred
against the intrusion of some policeman
at the behest of some individual who has
a spite against any person on the gold-
fields. If the Government are going tu
bring down a measure like this, they should
accept the responsibility. and not try to
put it on the shoulders of a select com:
mittee appointed by the House. 1f they
are ashamed of their measure, let them
withdraw it irom the Notice FPaper
altogether and have done with it.

Me. H. E. BOLTOXN (North Freinantle) :
I shall oppose the submission of this Bill
to a select comumittee ; and | think it will
be wise for the Government, though
perhaps not necessary in their strength,
after such a united objection from this
{Opposition) side of the House, to with-
draw the suggestion. By all members of
the Oppogition  abjections

[ASSEMBLY.]
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raised to the proposal. T'o my mind the
method of appeinting the committee is
rather farcical ; and while such fareieal
methods continue to be adepted, it is
little use referring anything to a select
committee, In this case the Government
have a sufficient majority to place this
measure on the statute-book without
any reference to a select committee. The
Government have the same majority
to appoint a seleet committee; and
I am quite satisfied that when they
have chosen the members of the com-

- mittee, there will he, as there was in

a recent case, perhaps only one vacancy
left, and the Government may in this
case go even farther hy choosing the
name to fill that vacant space also. It
has been mentioned that by an unwritten
law the usual procedure is that two from
each side form a select committee, with
the mover necessarily the chairman, Tt
has also been usual, although no Speaker
has ever ruled upon it, to consult each
side as to the two members by whom
each side is to be represented on the com-
mittee. ‘The Minister for Mines, in his
explanation of vesterday's select com-
mittee appointment, said that the Govern-
ment derired three members. 'The pro-
cedure adopted was to send round three
names on a piece of paper to the Govern-
ment supporters: these are our men,
I have nothing to complain of in regard
to that. But does it not look somewhat
suspicious that there was but one gpace
left, and that though the (GGovernment
had no idea that the Opposition desired
the member for Hannans (Mr. Ware) to
fill that vacancy. yet the {lovernment
filled it with the name of the member for
Guildiord (Mr. Johnson)! How came
Government supporters to such a unanim-
ous decision?  Yet we are told they had
no idea that the member for Hannansg
would be the choice of the Opposition.
He was the choice of this side of the House,
and the Minister has suggested that the
member for Guildford should retire.
Were I the member for Guildford 1 should
dectdedly refuse to be a member of that
select committee, notwithstanding the
opinion of the member for Mount
Margaret (Mr. Taglor). It may be

have been | against a Standing Order to refuse to be
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a member of a seleet committee ; but

were the eage mine, I should hy my non-
attendance show my disapproval of my
clection. 1f the (iovernment desire this
meagure to become law, why not proceed
now, with their majority, to make it law ¢
Why appuint a select ecommittee prac-
tically from their own side of the House,
and ask that committee to bring in
recommendations 7 The  recommend-
ationg will be hrought to the House by
the chairman of that committee, the
Attorney General, who is responsible for
this measure ; and it necessarily follows
that the committee may be expected to
recommend the measure almost as it now
stands. And when we consider that with
their majority the Government can carry
the measure without a select committee,
is it not reasonable to expect them to go
on with the measure, instead of insisting
on this farcical reference to a select com-
mittee representing only one side of the
House ? If there is opposition from this
side of the House now, there will be

[9 Avgost, 1906.]
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mittee. And  when  we  think of the
danger, then we see at least one reason
why the Opposition do not wish this Bill
to be referred to the setect committee.  The
Minister does not sermi to know why we
take this objection. Well, | confess 1
have vot hitherto spoken to the Bill, and
probably should net have spoken had it
nat been for the present motion ; but the
Opposition generally objeet  to  certain
clauses in the Bill ; we shall oppose those
clauses every time the Bill is hefore the
House; and if the Attorney General
and the Ministry are prepared to accept
the recommendation of the select eom-
mittea that such claiuses he modified or
he deleted from the Bill, surely, having
received an intimation of the attitude
of the Opposition, Ministers should be
prepared to delete or to modify those
clauses in Committee of the Whole. Jet
ug do it in this Chamber. Far better

" for the Attorney (leneral to take the

opposition when the report of the select -

committee is presented. Why shonld
not the Government fight that opposi-
tion now, and carry through the Bil by
means of their majority ¢ Ministers have
already shown that it is not necessary
for each and every Government sup-
purter to understand the mateer before
the House. Provided the bells are rung
and UGovernment members are brought
into the Chamber, they will vote with the
Government. Then what is the use of
cxpecting a sclect committee’s report to
alter the voting in this House ! That is
nothing but a waste of time. [ think
it would be far better, if possible under
the Standing Orders, {0 adopt  soine
ditterent methed of appainting a select
committee. The present method seems
to we farcical.  The Minister said there
had been no oljection to eomunittees when
asked {or, and no trouble in appointing
committees sometimes from only one side
of the House. But 1 would paint out to
the Minister that until yesterday there
had never been a danger that by a majority
it would be possible for une side of the
House to elect a committee to their own
liking, and to reject members whom
anather side would have on that com-

responsibility ; und if he is sincere, and |
give him credit for sincerity, and thinks
it better that a clause should remain us
drafted, he will he able to fight that elause
a8 few men here can fight for it; and if
the Opposition think it should he modified
or deleted, we shall fight to attain our
object.  We know from their speeches
the opifiions of members on the Opposition
side ; but why have we had so few ex-
pressions of opinion from Government
supporters { The reasons are apparent.
Members are waiting to see whether the
present motion will be forced to a division.
If it i1s, the Uovernment will force the
reference of the Bill to a select committee.
And yet we have not heard from {iovern-
ment supporters any expressions either
Evvourable or unfavourable to that course.
I thiuk it right that we should hear
whether memhbers on that side tlink Che
Bill should be referred to a select com-
mittee. and why, It is only fair. The
Minister for Mines claims that the Govern-
ment did no wrong in seeking to have
three of their supporters on yesterday’s
select committee.  Perhaps he is right.
To-nmight, members will be asked to vote
whether this Bill be referred to a select

' committeg, without knowing whether the

Uovernment want five supporters on

; that committee or only one. And after
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they pass the motion to make the reference,

at least one consolation will remain to this
side, that the votes will be recorded, and
that the House referred this Bill to a
committee without knowing wha ind how
many on either side would compose it.
I hope that mo members of this party
will take a seat on that committee after
the treatment we reeeived yesterday.
The member for Mount Margaret says it
is contrary to the rules to refuse. But
it is not against the rules not toattend ;
and [ am so strongly opposed to sending

this Bill to a select committee that 1 shall .

do all T ean to prevent its going. 1 hope
the Attorney General will withdraw the
motion,

M. P J. LYNCH (Mount Leonora):
It is rather a pity that on apparently
small matters like this so much time i
wasted. Still, when the matter is care
fully inquired into, any person who de-
gires to be impartial can but come to the
conclugion that there was a positive slight
intended to be cast on members of this
House.

THE ATTORNEY (IENERAL:
motion %

Mr. TROY : Yesterday.

Mg. LYNCH : When the Minister for
Mines desired to place three Government
supporters on that committee and two
mempbers from this side, and at the same
time ignored the usefulness of one Opposi-
tion member as a unit on that committee.

By this

I would rather see the member for Han- -

nans alone and unaided on that committee
than see it composed of any other three
members on this side of the House. But
when, as I believe is undoubted, the
Ministry sought to put on the commiltee
three members who may in other respects
be estimable gentlemen, but who do not
possess the necessary gualifications for
inquiring into the subject in question,
and when at the same time Ministers
ignored the advice of this side of the House,
what are we to think? 1t is very well
for Government supporters here or
outside, or for a section of the respectable
Press of the country, to say that the
Labour party, the Opposition, are wasting

the time of the House on such a subject -

at this. But anyone who desires to be
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fair, especially in view of how select com-
mittees have been appointed in the past,
cannot but conclude that a studious
attempt was made to ignore this side of
the House in appointing that commitiee
yesterday, Speaking on this subject I
feel T am inelined to become rather wild,
At the same time, I cannot forget that
the service of the member for Hannans
was at the disposal of the select committee,
and his assistance was ignored by the
Government. As to the Attorne

General's reasons for referring this Biﬁ
to a select committee, to my thinking as
a layman he advanced the weakest reasons
possible. He said, if my note of his speech
is correct, that criminal law, to be effective,
must have the practically unanimous
authority of Parliament. [ think that
these were his words, Well sursly,
when a law has passed this Chamber and
another place, no question is raised, when
it is administered in the courts, as to
what majority secured its passing. I will
ask the Attorney Ueneral himself, has it
ever come within his knowledge—and
lawyers as a rule are very prolific in find-
ing arguments to prove that their side of
the caseis the more solid—when a lawyer
had the hardihood in any conrt to advance
that the law in question was carried by
a hare majority in Parliament ! I venture
to say that in his experience he has not
known any lawyer to have the temerity
to advance such a reason in favour of his
client’s case. 8o Jong as the law is passed,
there is no necessity, [ venture to assert,
for that practically unanimous authority
which the Attorney General asserts should
be at the hack of this Bill before it is passed.

"I do not wish to take up time, except to

record again my disgust at the manner
in which this propusal has been treated,
and the manner in which this House has
been treated in its humble cffort to arrive
at a decision as to the truth of the allegu-
tions of sweating in Perth.

Mr, W. T. EDDY (Coolgardie): 1 rise
briefly to resent what I call a vile insinu-
ation thrown out by the glib tongue of
the member for Mount Margaret (Mr.
Taylor), that Government supporters
faked up a committee to hide the wrongs
that may exist in connection with sweating.
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I say that the insinuation was an insult
to members on this ((iovernment) side
of the House, but a still greater insult
to me and the other mwembers who were
selected on that committec; and more
regrettable yet is it that the insinuation
should be backed up by the Leader of
the Opposition (Mr. Buath). The first
intimation 1 had that 1 was te be placed
on the select committee came from the
member for Mount Magnet {(Mr. Troy)
I Inoked upon this as & compliment, being
u new member of the House ; and when
the compliment was tendered to me from
the Opposition benches, only to be followed
by so vile an insult, 1 certainly consider
that 1 am very harshly treated.

Mg, Boutox : The attuck was not on
you but on the Ministry,

Mr. EDDY : Anyhow, I feel it as an
attack on me. We have some British
stuff in us, and wil not sit here to be
spat on. | consider that the iusinuation
was an insult to me, and to members on
this side of the House.

Mr. HoiMaN : What about the insult
to the member for Hannans?

Mz. EDDY : Remarks were thrown out
by some members on the Opposition side
that the hon. member was blackballed. I
consider there is no member in this
House held in greater respect than the
member for UManpans; and no auch
intention, I am sure, came from this side
of the House.

Mz, Scappax :
same, anyhow.

Mr. EDDY : It may have been. The
wember for North Fremantle (Mr.
Bolton) said that papers had been sent
round here telling us whom we should
vote for. I know nothing about it. 1
have no idea as to what members were
selected from the other side of the
House.

Mz. Baru: Your side got the three
names just the same.

Me. EDDY : Probably they have done
rigcht in deing what they did. We have
this consolation, that the member for
Hannans will, I am sure, make a very
valuable witness when the select com-
mittee sits. I uagree with the member
for North Fremantle that we are having
a terrible lot of talk in this House, and 1
think it is just about np to us to con-

The result was the
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sider the remarks of that member. Let
us have a little less talk in the future
and a little more work.

Mr. T WALKER (Kanowna}:
T can understand the member for Cool-
gardie imagining that he is persomally
msulted by the attitude taken up by
certain members on this (Opposition)
side of the House, He is a sensitive
character, and is under the impression,
and I have no reason to doubt him, that
hig veins are filled with British blood ;
and therefore he resents the slightest
appearance of insult. Whatever I have
listened to from this side of the House
to-night with reference to this matter
has in no way implicated the hon. mem-
ber, A charge has been made that the
gelect committee on sweating appointed
yesterday was—not exactly faked, that is
not the word—was preconcerted, ar-
ranged for and manipulated by certain
members on the other side of the
House, 1 think we have had the
charge already admitted. I think it has
already been vouched that the names
were decided on, that members on the
Government side were determined to
have three names, and that those names
were sent round by the Government
Whip and taken to certain members who
could testify, if necessary, to the fact that
they received these lists. The Whip
went round and canvassed and bad names
written out without consulting the per.
sons on this side responsible for the move.
ment for the appointwent of the select
committee—in fact, behind their backs.
That might be a valid redson for refusing
to submut anything to a select committee ;
because 1 submit that one of the essential
features of a select committee is its
membership. The value of the report of
a select committee is judged by the weight
the public attach to the committee by the
fitness or unfitness of those who com-
pose it, because it will not be denied,
without casting a reflection an anybody,
that there are certain members in thig
House fitted to inquire on some subjects
better than on other subjects. It is no
detriment to their characters or abilities
to say so. For instance, if it were a
matter connected with farming, 1 pre-
sume we should not think of putting
men on a committee of that kind who
had never been on farms in their lives,
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and had never had read books on farming ' herein; but who, realising the subjects

and knew nothing about it.  We would
only expect to place on a committee of
that kind men knowing sowething about
farming. Again, if it were a question of
law, somebody interested from that side
of the House and from this side, if it
were possible to get them, should be
appointed ; and so oun every subject the
fitness of the persons entrusted with the
important task of making an inguiry is
an essential element in commanding
votes in this House. There are some
men whose opinion and report on
certain  subjects would be absolutely
valueless, no matter what evidence
was given, becanse of their lack
of knowledge on the subject. The sub-
ject dealt with to-night is ome of that
character. When I first heaed it sug-
gested that this Bill should go tv a select
committee I was inclined to approve of
the idea, because I want to get the
measure out of the way. I inake no
secret of that. T look upon the Bill as a
daogerous one, more or less, and T look
upon it as a libel on the intelligence of
Parliament to attempt to pass it. So I
was willing to give it burial in any form
if it were possible, but I guestion whether
this method will have that effect. I
question whether it will not keep the Bill
suspended for I do not know how long,
and then have it resurrceted in a form
dangerous, perhaps, and passed through
this Aszembly.

Mg. Jounsor: This may be another
method of burying it.

Mr. WALEKER: IfI really believed
that we would be buryingit and that it
would be interred for ever by appointing
a select committee, I would vote for the
select committee; but if the Government
are really in earnest, and if the Attorney
General really desires that this Bill
should become law, then I guestion the
wisdom of submitting the measure to a
select commitiee. Without any desire in
the slightest degree of vasting any asper-
sion on the qualifications of members in
this House, what members are there who
will stand up and presume to tell us that
they are in every way qualified to cnter
on an investigation of the subjects con-
tained in this Bill? T have no doubt
that there are some who may imagine
that they are fully convineed of the
wisdom and accuracy of all that is stated

to be inquired about, will suy that we
bave men in this Assembly fully qualified
to conduct an inquiry and a searching
investigation ?  T.et us see what a variety
of subjects there is in it. Toke the
clauses relating to drunkenness and the
cnrative treatment hinted ut —ouly hinted

at, not actually provided for, because
other things would be required. We
would require hospitals fit to treat

drunkards, because the ordinary doctors
of hospitale know nothing of the malady
of drunkenness. They bave not made it
a specific study. 1 have met doctors in
my short life who imagined they knew
everything on the subject of intoxication
and its affect ou the nerves, ete.,- ete.,
but who, when tested, had nothing tnore
than the oldest ideas handed down from
generation to generation. Of the investi-
gations that have taken place in the last
30 years ou this subject, they knew no-
thing ; and much more, with their old-
time prejudices they did not want to in-
quire into them. Who is there 1o this
House who is qualified to examine
medical men as to the effect of the toxic
of alcohol on the human system? Who
would undertake to go through the read-
ing of books that bave been published on
this subject within the last 20 years?
The finding of the select committee on
this point 13 not a mere matter of fact or
cveryday occurrence, but is one that in-
volves the lives of citizens. The way our
citizens have been treated by ignorant
police and ignorant justices in the police
courts—by ignorant police, I repeat, in
spite of Commissioner Hare—in this
State and in other States, because we in
this State are not peculiar in that
respect, has heen murderous—nothing
short of that. The lives of men have
been lost by the ignorant treatment to
which they huve been submitted in the
police cells, and by the ordinary methods
of making drunkenness a crime. Who
is there in this House who would like to
undertake the responsibility of placing
on record a finding on such a matter?
Can the lives of citizens be trusted to

. the men we have in this House on a ques-

tion involving scientific research? Tt is
not merely a matter of calling on the
avidence of scientists, but it is o matter
of the ability to judge between contend-
inyg svientists, so as to come to a decision
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and advise the House. Who is theref
Is it not necessary that if we are to have
an inquiry involving life and death, not
only our liberties but our health, we
should know who are to form the com-
mittee before we vote? Who are these
men who are going to guide us on such
an important subject? Perhaps the
social evil is not a subject to be dis-
cussed here. 'True, the opinions of man-
kind on that subject are hemmed in hy
prejudice.  How shat up by false
wodesty! How coloured and sometimes
misdirected by our ianherited religious
opinions! Who is there who can under-
take an unbiased iunvestigation on a
subject of thnt kind, and give the House
an opinign worth having 7 Who ig there
who can assist this Assembly in passing
a wise law on that subjectr It is one of
thuse subjects that we taboo everywhere,
on the platform and even in this House.
We are tn take the statements contained
in a Bill of this character as matters of
fact and pass them without investiga-
tion—matters concerning the future of
the Btate and the sanctity and purity of
every home in the land. Have we people
qualified to enter into an investigation on
questions that are puzsling the minds of
the leading thinkers of the world in all
countries ? Then again, who amongst us
i8 prepared to give an opinion as to the
intricacies alleged to exist on the gold-
fields in matters of gold stealing? Who
ig there that knows enough about it?
Are we ty be satisfied with even calling
the evidence of the police? I do not
wish to reflect—for I must be careful
that Commissioner Hare is not down
on me to-morrow, that wonderful man!—
on the general intelligence of the
police force, but it cannot he denied
that the police are filled with the
exprit de corpa of thetr profession or eall-
ing, wnd they wishto get the power to doall
they desire in order to accomphsh casy
convictions. We canoot Dblame them
for that: it is human vature. We all
delight to make the particular work in
which we are engaged easy for ourselves,
and we cannot blame the policemen if
they want it. What is blameable is that
we shonld have people who are so willing
to help them without giving the matter
consideration ; and hefore a measure of
this kind containing matters relating to

[9 Acuust, 1906.]
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force iz adopted, another investigation 18
required—a Royal Commission to inquire
into the police force, to say us to the fits
pess of those in the force thronghout the
Btate. I am not speaking so much of
the rank and file as of those in authority ;
aud T want that to be distinctly clear. I
refer to the men who presame, from their
high and exalted positions as top-sawyera
in the force, to critivise members in this
There is
oeed for a Commission before we inquire
into the necessity for what they have
mggested, because there is bo wvoiding
the conclusion that this measure has been
uggested to the Attorney Gemeral by
she police.  These suggested provisions
:ome from that quarter. They are
:mbodied in this Bill to help them
‘o de work which they believe, I
hwve no doubt, is necessary. Mark
you, this Bill fits in with the sug-
westions of Detective Kavanagh, a quali-
fied man I believe in every respect,
but natwmally filled with the 1deal
(letermination of his particular kind of
work, This Bill fits in precisely with
what he thinks of gold stealing, and as
to bow he thinks the alleged gold stealers
wre to be got at. For the purpose of
waking it easy for the police to get a
conviction, the whole of the goldfields
population are to be slandered by the
proposed law. Every working miner is
made more or less the prey to the police.
There is not a winer who could not be
accused every day, and any day of the
week, let hiw be as innocent as u new-
boru child. If the police wish to get at
a miner in their eagerness to prosecute
or to obtain work,” they can accuse the
most inuocent wan and be has to prove
his innocence. The man who makes the
vharge gets off scot-free, while the man
whu is charged is pnt to the expense, the
huwmiliation, the degradation, of having
‘o prove his innocence in what we call a
British country. That is the position of
the Bill. How ure we to get at these
matters ¥ Here is an inquiry which
would take months, on cve pbase of the
Bill alone, without dealing with drunken-
ness and the various petty offences
mentioned in the Bill; withont dealing
with the wisdom of the flogging business,
vrreat subject in itself, that has been
iscussed for years in coonection with

the power to be conferred on the police | wnol mantgement. Take this one sub-
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ject, that of gold stealing, if is fit for a
Royal Commission to deal with alone,
And that Royal Commission has already
beep sanctioned by the House. What
we delegate to a Royal Commission as
part and parcel of the wmatters to be
hea.lt with we expect a committee of the
House to deal with. It 1s ount of all
reason to expect a committee to deal with
these momentous questions. It involves
the dearest privilege of life, liberty. Thut
liberty with every man on the fields is at
stakeif the possibility of ameasurelikethis
is passed. Yet a committes is to deal
with this. Who are to comprise that
committee we are not told. It is not
even suggested that the picked brains of
the House, those accustomed to sift evi-
dence, those accustomed to get evidence
and to get at the facts and pros and cons.
We are not told who are to be on this
committee. Even the most indolent,
I am not saying this disrespectfully,
those least anxious or least willing, mem-
bers least capable of dealing with that
subject, may be appoinfed, and would it
be of service to the House? This is an-
other phase of the subject. It is this
that makes me, in spite of a desire to
have this inquired into by a select com-
mittee, vote against the proposal. It is
thus we are doing too much work by
committees and Royal Commissions and
delegated authorities of all kinds. It has
DLeen said that, during the term of the
Labour Government in office, they re-
ferred certain bills to select committeus.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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life. What are Ministers for? A
Minister brings down a Bill of this
kind: surely before he brings a hill of
this kind forward it has not only been con-
gidered by him, but in Cabipet, and surely
by him aud by the Cabinet zll the avail-
able evidence they could procure has been
brought to bear on this measure. They
bave decided it, they have sifted it, they
bave analysed it, and in their wisdom
they deem it a wise measure. If so, let
them take the responsibility of it, and
stand or fall by it. What kind of Gov-
ernment is it, what kind of responsibility
is it that brings a Bill down and says,
“Mr. Speaker and hon. members, this
Bill is not exactly one to be relied on, we
do not exactly agree with it; youw can
throw out what you do not desire, and if
you do not desire too much you can get a
select committee and they can make the
Billi for the House.” Are a body of
people called a seléct committee respon-
sible ? Where can we flog their hides if
they dv wrong, where can we sack them
from their billets if they inflict un the
country an injurious measure? They,
poor things, bave done their best and we
thank them for the time thev have
devoted to the country, but no responsi-
bility rests upon them: the Government
are the responsible authorities. If they
presume to bring a measure down to the

. House uvafit for the House to consider

The member for Mount Margaret moved

that certain bills be referred to select
committees. I}d any good come of
them? Has not the mistake been dis-
covered, and do we wonder that to-
night the member for Mount Margaret
is  dead agoinst the proposal when
he has seen the result of his experi-
ment. Tt has been proved to be fal-
lacions. ‘The member for Mount BMar-

natil it has gone through the shifting
process of a select committee, how are
they discharging their duties to the
country? How are they dischargiug
their functions to the country ? I de not
want to reflect on them again. They are
shirking the responsibility for which the

. country pays them; they are paid salaries

garet has common sense encugh to see |

the folly of it. He says it is no good
doing what has been done before. Let
us take the responsibility of it. Tt iy
one of the sad features of modern Parlia-
mentary Government, that Ministers take
no respousibility for anything. They de-
gire all for which they should be respon-
sible to be dealt with by irresponsible
bodies und wothborities. That 38 a sasd
feature of our modern parlamentary

in order to give their time and attention,
not only to mere matters of administra-
tion in their offices, but to provide for
the House a programme of business, and
if they do not provide a programme
which will stand the test of criticism,

. that they can swear by, and by that give

their heads and bearts to, then they arve

. trifling, they are shirking their responsi-

+ Dbility.

v. What they have sworn to accom-
plish for us they have shirked, that is
their responsibibity. All of us could he
leaders of Government if we could come
down and throw a Bill on the table and

. sav, “Some of vou sift thiz for us and

I

then we will tuke eharge of it.” We expect
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themw to burn the midnight oil; we expect |
them to dim almost their hrains to get
wisdom in the measures they bring before

us. Measures are brought hefore the

House which are decidedly imperfect,

faolts are innumerable, and the apology

is, let it go before a commitier and let the

committee take the respousibility. We '
are reducing the Heuse to a mere auto-
maton. We bave no Ministers, when
that kind of thing ¢an happen. We have
mere fignreheads who sit on the Treasury
bench and draw their emoluments and -
take the pride of ¢lfice, while the work is
being done by select comnmittees. I can-
not understand the spirit that is getting
s¢ idle in our modern Cabinets. Of
course in a great Government like that of
Englund—I do not know that it is the
gourse taken in apy other part of the
world—there mmen take the responsibility
aud stand or fall by their actions. 1
they bring down wise measures the people
applaud them, and if they bring down
unwise measures they take their deserts
ag they ought to do, and if members fake
purtfolios they vught to to he willing to
tuke that part of their duly. I think I
have shown that not one member is fully
capable of dealing with the measure
within the space of time in which a report
cah be presented from a select committee.
I say this is precisely one of those
measures that the public should know
most about. It is precisely a measore

that should be discussed in detail from
point to point and frowm atart to finish.
Why ? Because there is not a citizen in
the State but is interested in the Bill.
It is not a partial measure, it is not one |
dealing with one particular phase of
humau life, it is not one concerning any
particular business or profession or any
of those scections of divisionul activity in
life. It is one that eoncerns every nuw,
woman and chill.  Ave, | even regret to
say child, for ihose who know not what
vifences are, whose moral qualities are not
natured yet, who are under theguidanceof
their parents, of clergymen, or their
guardians, these are made guilty of
vifences which were considered inpocent
when we werebovs, or if not innocent sufli-
vient to he guarded against by our natural
protectors.  Even a child comes under the
bane of this Bill. 1f we do our duty let us
give the Eullest <davlight Lo a mensure of
this deseription. There should he no hole-

(9 Avausr, 1906.]
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and-corner select committee inquiry or
debate on a matter of this kind. What
should be said should be said, and said
here that the whole public may listen,
for it concerns their liberty; and who
want their liberties discussed in dark-
ness ! Have we ever adopted that course
in the past in any of these great institu-
tious which it is our pride and privilege
Why are we sinking now
into this recess of controversy upon these
great topies in which all people are
interested ¥ We should let all people
know on which side we sit. We should
not be able to say afterwards, “ I thought
s0-und-so on the subject but I was not
permitted to say anything because the

~ select committee cut it out of the Bill.”

Bul we should be able to say, 1 ap-
proved of it,”” or ‘1 did not approve of
14, a8 the cuse may be. We should all
stand before the judgment of the
public. We are attacking thewm, put-
ting them under surveillance, under
the control of a body of men who some-
times peed regulating and who should
not go behind the back of the people to
do it. We are making fetters, we uve
ncreasing crimes, we are making the
guols to belch forth with the possibilities
of the future, and we should have the
courage to say whether we approve of
it or not. That is the course that we
ought to take, and fur these reasons I
find wyself compelled to votle agninst the
measure going to a select committee.

Me. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford} :
Before the Attorney General replies I
desire to say a few words in opposi-
tion to the suggestion thut the Bill be
In doing so
I desire to sav this is a strange procedure,
It has been urged by members on the Gov.
ernment side that this conrse was adopted
in other cases in this House or in pre-
vious Parliaments. But I would point out
that in those cases, and a number of
them T have looked up, I find that
Ministers, when introducing Billy, stated
that it was the intention after the second

. reading had been moved to send the Bill to

a select committee. Instances have been
quoted, such as the Local Courts Bill,
which was seat to a select committee at
the request of one of the Ministers in
the Labour Government ; hut the Minister
in moving the secom] reading of that
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Bill told Parliament at the outset that it
was his intention to ask Parlianent to
send the Bill to a select committee.
Aguin, as to the consolidating Health
Bill, a measure mtroduced by the Labour
Government, at the very outset it was
known that it was goinyg to be referred
to a select committee. As a matter of
fact, members on the Opposition side of
the House made z request early in the
debate that the measure should be sent
to a select committee; and it was at the

request of the House that the Bill was !

sent to such committee. Wehave rather

u strange procedure aguin to-night. At |

the eleventh hour, when we all thought
the Bill had passed the second reading,
we have the Minister getting up and re-
questing that the Bill should be sent to a
select committee. This is the more re-
markable when we realise thatan attempt
was made by members of this (OQpposi-
tion) side of the House o cast the Bill
off the Notice Paper altogether. We
have the Minister when introducing the
Bill stating and emphasising the point
that it is purely a consolidating measure,
that the amendwments in the Bill are few
and of slight importance: then we have
the Leader of the Opposition woving
that the Bill should be read this day six
months, and the Minister then getling up
and ridiculing the desire of the Leader of
the Opposition, for the simple reason

that it is a consolidating mensure and the

amendments are few; then after the

Minister hus been successful in defeating .
the desir: of the Leader of the Oppos-

tion, we find him coming down, after all

this is done aod the fight is over, and

stating that he desires the Bill should go
to a select committee. Reulising that, T
think there is a desire on the part of the
Attorney General to place the responsi-
bility on the members of this House rather
than on his own shonlders.  We all know
this Bill has been very adversely criticised
on the goldficlds. In the hon. member's
own constituency we have public meet-
ings to be called, and shortly they will be
held, as a protest against this measure.
I want to know whetber this is influenc-
ing the Attornev General to desire to
take away the responsibility from his
owa shoulders. If it is not so, I want to
keow whether the caucrus meeting the
other day had any influence with the
Attorney General. We find such remark-

| ASSKMBLY.)
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able procedure going on in connection
with the present Government that one is
at a loas to understand it. We bad the
other night a wmost remarkable thing
done by the Treasurer. He introduced
a Bill, and shortly afterwards said it was
not the Bill he had desired to introduce,
and he made a mistake, and brought in
other clauses to modify it. Now we find
from the Press there was another
blunder, that new clauses were not what
he intended, and ne doubt in a day or
two we shall have another apology from
the Ministerial benches showing that
they did not mean this. Seeing that
sort of thing going on makes one get
heated. T desire to see the Government
take their responwibility, and not be con-
tinually trying to place it on Parliament.
I am not one of those strong party men
who believe that the Government, in
order to carry all their measures, should
say ‘“These are the measures we want
you to swallow.” But I desire to see a
Minister trying to take some responsi-
bility for the measures he introduces.
[n this particular measure, when we find
it so adversely criticised by the Press,
and when we find public meetings being
called as a protest against the mneasure,

; and, in the face of that, the Attorney

Greneral desiring to send it to a select
committee, 1t makes one feel one is
absolutelv justified in saying it is with
the desire to shirk responsibility, On
measures of this description 1 realise
that one is inclined to get much beated in
his utterances, and I agree with the
majority of the members in the House
that during the debates this session there
have been many exhibitions of temper
bv members, and that an undue amount
of personalities has been introduced.
But while we all deprecate that sort of
thing aud all desire to sce the hented
interchanges and these personalities left
ot of the guestion, T sincerely trust that
we ghall not, in our desire to have that
lone, go to the olher extreme und try to
burk criticism i this House. In my
spinion, we are inclined to go just a little
hit too far the other way, awd 1t must be
borne in mind that on measures of this
leseription we must adversely eritieise the
Government ; aml if we try to stop
criticism, we wre not doing our duty to
the House. We trust to do awwy with

Can outhreak of these interchinges of
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temper and these personalities, bul at the
same time I hope members will not allow
their feelings to go to the extent of
stopping fair c¢riticvism on the action of
the Government. When a member gets
up to criticise the Government be does,
to a certain extent, cast aspersions on the
Government, and he 1s perfectly justified
in doing it. provided he does not go into
miserable personalities. I hope we shall
not be carried away to the other extreme,
but that we shall have a fair and just
opportunity of criticising the Govern-
ment. In the iuterests of his con-
stituency and of the State, one should do
gso. To pget back to this particular
proposition, the Attorney General eaid,
“T amn not guing to be dictated to by the
Leader of the Opposition or by the
Opposition, I Lrought down this Bill
and I want to see this Bill passed;” and
afterwards he turns round and says,
“ While T will not accept the dictates of
the House on the question, I am prepared
to wccept the dictates of a select cow-
mittee.” Sufficient has been said, I
think, ou the question as to whether we
have sufficient members of this House
who are competent or qualified to go into
the legal technicalities in cobuection with
this mneasure, It is essentially a nea-
sure which should not go to a select
committee ; and having that before us
wakes us think very seriously whether
the proposal is with a desire to
improve the Bill or whether it is not
rather with u desire to shirk responsi-
bility. Just in conclusion 1 dewire to say
that, in connection with the seleet com-
wittee appointed the other evening to go
into the question of sweating, there is no
doubt a big wmistake was made in the
vote on the appointinent of that com-
mitter.  The most competent man in this
Homse fo go inte that question was un-

doubtedly the member for Haonans (Mr. !
absurdity to take such a remark asan

Ware).  Lhe members of the Opposition,
thinking that the ordinary procedwre
would be adopted, that the proposer of

the motion would be chairman and that |

there would be two drawn from each side
of the House, decided some days Lefore

the motion came o that wyself and the -

member for Haunans should be appointed
fromn this side of the House. Thuat was
given to the Whip. The Whip on the
(tovernnent side of the House knew that
peefecily awell, and we find that cven

[9 Acaust, 1906.]
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| though the Guvernmenti desired to get

three frow their side of the House, they
have been guilty of striking out the most
competent man there s in the Chamber
to deal with thiz question. I feel the
matter very keenly, because I feel that I

" an not the moest competent man to go

into the question ; so you can imagine my
feeling. I was only selected as a second-
ary consideration by those on this side of
the House. T was accepted, and the
most competent man rejected. It does
seem remarkable that this question—-a
question after all thut appeals wmore to
this side of the House, und a question
which this side gives more attention to,
and wonld go into more exhaustively than
the other side-—should be the very one on
which we find the Government using
their majority to take three members
from their side of the House. 1 feel thut
upon this guestion all that has been said
has been absolutely justified, and I trust
that the Government will not use their
majority to burk a proper investigation
of this big subject. If we have u mem-
ber whe is very competent te gu into a
certain question, he should be the first to
receive the snpport of both sides of the
House,

Mr. T. H. BATH (in explanation): I
desire to rise to a point of persomal ex-
planation, and that is to express my
regret to the member for Coulgardie
(Mr. Eddy) that he fits the cap to his
head. It was certainly not intended so
far as I was concerned. I did suppor
the retuark that the course taken by the

© Minister on ihe other side in regard to.

the selection of three members was abso-
lutely wrong and oppused to the practice

" that has been rescrted to; but I made

absolutely no reflection upon the ability,
capacity, or honesty of the member for
Coolgnrdie, s a possible member of the
seleet committee, and it scems to e an

inginuation.

Tue TREASURER (Hon. F. Wilson) :
We havo listened this evening to some
very remarkable speeches on the proposal
to submit this measure to a select com-
wittee, wod the more revurkuble arve they
for the reason thut some of themn have
been conched in exceedingly warm langu-
age and have no douht contained personal
reflections npon members ou this side of
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the House. T do pot wanl to enter fully
npon that aspect of the guestion, hut T
do want to say without any hesitation
that had T personully been aware that the
member for Hannans (Mr. Ware) wished
to be on the select committee appointed
yesterday afternoon, or that the O pposition
desired that he should be on it, there would
have been no difficulty putin the way, His
name was never mentionerd. The Minis-
ter for Mines and wmyself were the only
members on the Ministerial front benehes.
His name was never mentioned to us,
and we had no idea it was the wish of the
party that he should be on the committee.

Me. Jounson: Wlho mentioned the
member for Guildford ¥

Tae TREASURER: No one wmen-
tioned the member for Quildford. The
member for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Troy) came
across to me after the names of three
had been selected, and he saw the names
that were on our papers. He turned
round in a tewper, made some remark,
and clenred off to his own side of the
House. He never mentioned that the
wentber for Hannans wished to have his
namne put on the list of members of the
select committee. T do not think that a
minority of the House should dictate to
the majority in this matter. If it is con-
sidered necessary by the Government of
the day who have the wajority behind
them that they shonld have three mem-
bers of their own side as against two of
the Opposition side, who can cavil at it?
There 18 no established custom in con-
nection with this matter ; and I maintaio
that the Governmeni were acting abso-
Intely within their right.

ME. Borvron: By keoping it secret ¥

Tae TREASURER: By keeping it
secret?  Wothing of thesort. They were
acting absolutely within their right in
deciding that three members on this side
of the House should be placed on that
select committee,  With 15 members on
the Opposition henches and 34 on these
benches, surely it is not an unfair divi-
sion, If members look at it from that
aspect. Bat that is not the aspect of the
question which always occupies the minds
of those who are deciding this question.
The thing 15 to get as even a representa-
tion as possible, and I think that if the
personnel of that committee is taken into
consideration for & moment, it will be
found that all centres ave represented.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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Tt has been alleged that sweating exists
in our midst.

Me. Borron : It does not exist in the
North-West, surely.

Tue TREASURER: It is possible
sweuting may be nuch more rampant in
the North-West than it is bere. But
what is the position? A representative
from the North-West, u Perth member,
two poldfields members representing the
Eastern and Northern Goldfields, to-
gether with the member for Guildford,
are on that committee. What better se-
lection conld there be? Ag the Minister
for Mines pointed out, if members oppo-
site are not satisfied with the position, it
is easy for cne member on that side to
resign from the committee and so make
room for the member for Hannans, pget-
ting over the difficuity in that way. I
protest against constant innuendos beinyg
cast across the floor of the Howse that
these things are done with a given pur-
pose, to defeat the intentions of the meni-
ber for Mt. Magnet when he asked for
this commitiee.

Mgz. Bata: The best method of avoil-
ing that is not to do the things.

Tee TREASURER: No doubt the
hon. member is accustomed to lecturing
his puptls and the members of his own
party; but he must not attempt to lec-
ture the Ministerial benches. The Min-
tstry decided on that occasion, to the best
of their judgment, what course to pursue;
and having come to that decision, I say
that Opposition members show very Lad
taste when they say the decision was ar-
rived al fromn ulterior motives—to defeat
the inquiry. .If we had wished to defeat
the inquiry, we could well have voted
against the appointment «f the com.
mittec, and finished 1t in that manner.
With regard to the measutre which the
Attorney General has asked the House
to refer to a select committee T have lis-
tened carefully to the arguments for and
against ; and while on the one hand cer-
tain members maintain that this is in no
sense a technical measure, and that it
does not need the attentivn of & select
committee, on the other hand we have
members whoe say that it is so full of
technicalities that no select committee
can snceessfully consider it--that hon.
wembers are not quulifie. The member
for Kanowna (Blr. Walker) said that no
select commitige conld possibly he qualified
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to tuke evidence on this measure and come
to a correct decision which would guide
the House. Now, whoare we to believe ?
If o select committee appointed by the
House ia not capable of considering the
measure, how are the House in Com-
mittee assemhled capable of considering
it? Surely we are not to accept that
statement. And then we have the curious
statement that if he thought it wonld
bury the measure he would vote for its
reference to a select committee.  Such is
his indignation at the weasure which he
has endeavonred to hold up to ridicule,
And in the next breath he said that if
the Attorney Generul really wished to
pass the measure, he would not refer it
1o a select commitiee. The hon. member
says the Bill cannot be passed by being
referred to a select committee, and yet he
will vote against its reference to a select
comwmittee. I admit that the eloguence
of the bon. member is exceedingly pleas-
ing to hear; it pagses a very pleasant
half-hour or hour; but one cannot form
from it any correct or logical conclusion.
And I hope that members, recognising
that the Bill is full of technicalities, as
the hon. member's speech has proved
Leyond doubt—-

Me. Daguisu: Do you assert that?

Tee TREASURER: I will adwmit it,
if you like; and as the Bill is full of
technicalities, I hope that wmewbers will
see the wisdom of adopting the Attorney
General's suggestion and appointing the
committee.  Surely any member who
attends to his doty in this Chamber,
having been elected a representative of
the people, ought to bave sufficient ex-
perience and common sense to enable
him to sift the evidence taken
by the select commities, and  give
a sound recommendation to the House.
At the same time, it does not necessarily
follow that the House must accept the
recommendations of the select committee.
The report will not gag members. All
the clauses can be discussed just the
same, after the report is received. Lel
us get on with the work; get in the
report us soon as possible; take what is
good in it, and leave oub what is bad.

Me. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet): I
shall not impede the Attorney General's
desire to put the motion; but with re-
gard to the question which has caused

[9 Aceust, 1806.]
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much disecnsaion to pight, the uppoint-
ment of 4 select committee vesterday to
inguire into the ulleged sweating in
Perth, I wish to say that the Govern-
ment Whip (Mr. Hardwick) knew per-
fectly well what he is Talleged to have
kunown.

Mr. HARDWICK (in explapation):
An incorrect statement. I knew nothing
of the kind. There was no notification
given to me that the member for Hannans
(Mr. Ware} was anxious to get on the
committee, till 1the hallot papers were
given out.

Mz. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must aceept the explanation.

Mr. TROY: I shall accept the ex-
planation. At the same time, 1 shall
give the whole facts of this wmatter.
When 1 first moved for the appointment
of the seleat committee, the Government
Whip came to me and suggested that the
member for Balkatta (Mr. Vervard)
should be one of the committee. I then
asked him for the name of any other
Government supporter who wonld act.
He could not tell me ut that time.
Later on 1 saw the member for Cool-
gardie (Mr. Bddy), whe I thought
wonld be impartial; and le agreed
to be nomivated. The Government
Whip kuew also that [ desired the
members for Guildford (Mr. Johnson)
and Hannans (Mr. Ware). At the same
tinte it 18 most peculiar that the name of
the member for Grnildford was supported,
and that he received an almost unani-
mous vote from the Government side,
and that the names of Messrs. Veryard
and Eddy were nominated.

Tue PreMier : You do not know what
vutes were cust.

Tue Treasvpek: The boun. wember
has ne right to disclose the numbers.

Me. TROY : Oa all previous occasions
when the appointinent of a select com-
mittee was considered, I have always
waited for the Government Whip to cross
the floor and tell me the names of mem-
bers whom he desired to act on the com-
mittee; and last night, for fear that the
hon. member should have forgotten the
conversation, I went across to give him
the names T desired; and so soon as I

. reached him I saw the Minister for Mines
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hand in that piecee of paper, on which
were written the names of Messrs. Eddy
and Veryard—-the two members whom I

agreed should be nominated—and the
name of Mr. Male,

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the hon.
member proceeds, T wish to say that he
is, strictly speaking, departing from the
question before the House; but [ have
allowed some latitude In this debate,
because the matter decided last night has

some refercnce to the matter now under |

digeussion. Buf, I wish to draw the hon.
member's attention to this puwragraph in
May :-~

A membar, while speaking to a question,
may not allude to debates in the same session

upon any guestion or Bill not then under dis-
cuspion,

I hope the hon. member will proceed
with the matter before the House,

Mr. BATH: T subwmit that a certain
latitude having been allowed to other
memnbers, the member for Mt. Magnet,
as Opposition Whip, the member most
intimutely concerned in the debate which
has taken place, and whose credibility
has been virtually hinpugned, is the man
te whom above all, if latitude has been
allowed to others, shounld have some
latitude allowed to him.

Mr. SPEAKER: I uvave the hon.
member the latitude which T thoughbt
gufficient. He bas made an explanation ;
and personully, I think his attitude is
perfectly satisfactory. [ have let bim
proceed thus far. I have just turned up
this extract from May, because hon.
members are wandering so far from the
subject. I think that the hon. member
(Mr. Troy) vught now to he coutent to
confine hinself to the subject before the
House. 1 do not wish to deprive him or
any other wember of the rights e way
possess. 1 wish to be strictly impartial ;
and [ think that the Leader of the
Opposition ought to kuow that welt,

Me. TRUY: 1 shall bow to your
ruling, sir, as I have bowed to it before
in this House. But there is no doubt
that much latitude has been allowed on
this question ; and it iz peculiar that I
should be debarred from wmaking an
explanation, particularly when I am
most concerned in the question on which
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the whole discussion has hinged, and
when I am able to throw some light
upon it. This is the second occasion
when, after a matter has heen debated
at great length, T have been pulled
up just when I was about to ake
an explanation. T desire to sny that
the proposal for a select committee
on the Police Offences Bill will receive my
most strenitous opposition, I shall not
agree to the appointment of anv select
committee on a Bill introduced by the
Attorney (General as one of no pgreat
impertance which could he swallowed by
the House on the first night. Tf this Bill
is s0 harmless, why then go to all this
trouble to appoint o select committee to
advise the Honse whether the Bill should
be nccepted? If we can believe the
Attorney General's statement on the first
occasion, then he ought to be able to
stand by his Bill to-night, as he was
when hLe first brought it in. I wish to
say that the Attorney General is afraid
to take on hiwmself the responsibility for
this measure. He knows well that his
constituents in Kalgoorlie will not allow
him one moment’s respite if he supports
a cerlain clause contained in the Bill.
Only a few nights ago Opposition mem-
bere took strong exception to & particular
clause; and it 18 because of the insertion
of that clause, at the instunce of the
Chamber of Mines, Kalgoorlie, that the
Attornev General wishes this select com-
mittee to take the responsibility of mak-
ing the measure acceptable to the House,
The Attorney Geperal knows well that
on Saturday night, both at Kalgoorlie
and Boulder, public meetings arve called
to condemn his action. Those meetings
are called by his own constituents;
and it is in orvder to shield him-
self behind a select committee thal he
endeavours to throw the responsibility on
the House. There is no doubt that the
Attorney General pused, during the time
he was trying to enter palitical life, as a
very strong man, and one who it was
expected, if ever he got into the House,
would be above all attempts to com-
promise. I do not wish to show up the
Attorney General as a pitiful exhibition
of what a man can fall to; at the same
time, I wish to endeavour to make that
gentleman live up to his promises; and
in order that he shall at least leok well
in the eyes of his constituents—
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Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member *

is not discussing the guestion before the
House; heis discussing the personmality
of the Attorney General; and I will not
allow him to proceed any farther in that
manner. I must express myv regret at
huving so often tn.night to call members
to order.

Mr. TROY : 1 shall not again touch
on the personality of the Attorney
General. At the same time, I shall refer
to his connection with this pacticalar
proposal; and I hope I shall make my
reference forcible.  The clanse to which
the Opposition take strong exception
provides that if a person possesses gold
on his premises, a police officer may enter
the premises, and without any proof that
the gold has been stolen, arrest the per-
son possessing the gold.

Mg. Scavpan: Even if the constable
thinks that the gold is there, he may'enter.

Mz. TROY : Even if he merely thinks
it is there. It is not to be woundered that
Opposition members take strong excep-
tion to that particular propesal, when it
is known that during the past eight or
nine years the mibers in this State
have suffered under the stigma that
thevy have been the gold stealers.
It iz known perfectly well, and recent
statements have proved it, that the
miners, after ull, are not the persons who
steal the gold.  Yet these persons are to
have their premises invaded if a police
officer thinks that they have gold in
their possession. It will be said by the
Attorney General and his colleagues that
this is not likely to take place. I say it
is.  So far have the people the Attorney
General represents, the Chamber of
Mines, pursued this pelicy that the other
day on vue of the Kalgoorlie mines two
puolice officers attended to senrch the

miners «8 they came up from their work, -

If it is possible that those in charge of
the police will do that sort of thing when
asked by the Chamber of Mines, is it
possible they will stop at that? We
shall have people on the goldfields sub-
jected to every possible indignity if this
clause is to be put into operation. It is
in order to provide that this matter shall
not go to a select committee and that a
select committee shall have nothing to do
with this clause that I oppose this motion

After all, what is the need for a eelect
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committee? There is no necessity for it.
Belect committees huve been appointed
in this House hefore. One was appointed
on the motion of Mr. Hastie in vegard
to the Local Courts Bill; but at the
same time Mr. Hastie pointed out that
the measure hal bheen introduced by
Mr. Walter Jaumes, the Attorney General,
in the previous Administration, and that
since Mr. James was in the House he
(Mr. Hastie) desired to have the hon.
member’s knowledge and assistance to
put his own measure throngh. That
measure was not Mr. Hastie's, it was Mr,
James's ; and to get the assistance of Mr.
James, Mr. Hastie asked for a select com-
mittee. That is the only instance in this
House where a select committee has been
asked to bear the responsibility for a
measure introduced bv a Minister,
The motion was moved by Mr. Hastie
and carried, with the vresult that
Dr. Ellis, Mr. Foulkes, Mr. James, and
Mr. N. J. Moore, with Mr. Hustie as
mover, were appointed on the select com-
mittee—three members from the then
Opposition and one from the Ministerial
side, besides Mr. Hastie as mover. Again
there was a select commitiev on the Tegal
Practitioners Bill uasked for by Mr.
Rason, then Leader of the Opposition.
The motion was aceded to and u com-
mittee appointed comprising three mnem-
bers of the Opposition and two members
from the Ministerial side. The result
was that the Bill introduced by the Dag.
lish Government was killed by the select
committee not presenting their report.
This is the first titme since I have beenin
the House and within the memeory of
members of this House of a Bill being
introduced on- such conditions, where
the gentleman introducing the Bill has
asked that -the House should lwar ihe
responsibility for the measure. It is on
these lines that I oppose this motion,
and I hope that when it comes to a vote
members on all sides of the House will
vote according to their convictions. I
hope members on the Government side
will follow the view expressed by the
Minister for Mines the other day, that
the Government did not want members’
blind support, but only support so far as
they are willing to giveit. I hope Minis-
terialists will not agree to this wmotion,
and that they will vote according to their
just convictions.
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EXPLANATIONS —BALLOT INCIDENT.

Mr. J. E. HARDVICK: In explana-
tion, [ desire to correct the statement of
the member for Guildford, that T was
aware of the fact that the member for
Hanvans (Mr. Ware) was anxious to get.
on lhe select committee on sweating, 1
desire also to refute the statement made
by the Whip of the Opposition (Mr.
Troy), that he saw the Minister for Mines
band to me a piece of paper with names
on it. The paper the hon. membei has
before bim is in iy own handwriling, and
it was missed from my drawer last, night
or was faken from my table. We had
many divisions last nighf, and that is
how this paper got astray, Before I
would resort to tactics of this kind ——

Mg, Borron: 1 do not know whether
you, Mr. Speaker, heard the hon. mem-
ber's remark, but I would like to know
whether he is in order. Will the hon.
member repeat bis statement ¥

Mzr. SPEAKER: How is the
member out of order ¥

hon,

Mr. Bortow: The hon. member by -
innuendo charged the Opposition Whip -

with taking a piece of paper from his
drawer or table.

Mr. HARDWICK: I said that a
paper in wmy handwriting, which the
Opposition Whip knows the Minister for
Mines handed to me, was taken from my
table last night.

Mgz. Borron: The hon. member is not
giving the full words.

M=z. HARDWICK : [ say that if it is
one of the functions of a Whip to take
things from in front of other hon. mem-
bers, T have nu desire to hold the position
of Whip too long,.

Me TROY: I wanl to wmake a per-
sonal explanation, and I presume I am
in order in doing so.

Mz. SPEAKER: Proceed, but make
your explapation briefly.

Me. TROY : I want to make an ex-
planation because a stigma has been cast
on my persoual character. I stated that
T beld a piece of puper which [ said, in
the course of my remarks, was hunded
by the Minister for Mines to the Govern-
ment Whip, and I stated that on the
piece of paper were three names of mem-
bers to be put on ihe select commirtee on
Sweating. The Government Whip, in

[ASSEMBLY.]

Bill, Erplanations.

his explanation, has insinuated that I
took that piece of paper from his desk.
I say that it came from his own hand;
because, so indigbant was 1 last night
at the action of the Government, the
contemptible action of the Govern-
ment

Me. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must withdraw that remark.
Mr. TROY: I withdraw. I tuok the

paper from the hon. member's hand.
M=z, Harowick: That is not right.

Mr. SCADDAN:
debate be adjourned.
Motion put and negatived.

I move that the

THE ATroRNEY OGENERAL rose to
speuk.

Mg,  SCADDAN : Isthe Attorney Gen-
eral entitled to a reply on this motion ?

Me. SPEAKER: I have the Standing
Order in front of me. I thought I might
have granted the liberty had the point
not been raised; but being now raised, I
find that according to Standing Orvder
120 the Attorney (eneral has no reply.
The Standing Order says: —

A reply shall be allowed to a member who
has made a substantive motion to the House
or moved a second reading of & Bill, but not
to any member who has oved an Order of
the Day (not being a second reading of a Bill),
an amendment or instruction to a committee.

Quention (that the urder be discharged
and the Bill referred to u select com-
nittee) put, and a division taken with
the following result :—

Avyes ..o 22
Noes v 14
Majority fcr .. 8
AvYEs, Noes
Mr. Burnett Mr, Buth
Mr. Brebber Mzr. Bolton
Mr, Butcher Mr. Collier
Myr. Cowcher Mr. Dagligh
Mr. Povies + Mr. Foulkey
Mr, Eddy Mr, Holman
Mr. Ewing Br. Hudson
ﬁr. gordon ﬁr. .{I ahnﬁou
. Ory r, Liyne!
Mr, Gmg Mr, Scadden
Mr. Hlingworth ' Mr, Walker
Mr. Keennn ' Mr. Ware
Mr. Layman Mr, A. J. Wilson
Mr, McLarty Mr, Troy (Teller),
Mr. Male
Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Price
My, Smith
My, Veryard
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwick {Teller).

westion thus passed.
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A8 TO SERVING ON COMMITTEE.

Mr. WALKER: T have reason to
helieve some endeavour will be made to
place me on the committee. I desive to
suy it will be impossible for me to attend
the mectings of the committee, and I

ghull decline if I am at liberty to do so. .

I usk your ruling, sir, whether a member
clected against his will, and who has no
desire to be on a committee, is compelled
o attend the meetings of snch committee.

Mr. SPEAKER: The position of a
member of Parliament entails the obliga-
tion to fulfil all the duties inposed upon
members by the orders and regula-
tions of the House. He 1is there-
fore bound to serve on a committee
to which he has been dulvy appointed.
I may also point out that it is quite
within the province of a member to move
that so-and-so be discharged from a
select committee, and that some other
member be appointed in his stead. Or,
if the member gives sufficient reason, he
is ullowed under the Standing Orders to
be discharged ; otherwise he is bound to
perform the Quties pertaining to
his position as a member of Parlia-
ment, and by not doing so he will
entail a penalty for contempt. The
mwember has the right, as I have
already pointed out, to bave another
member appointed in his stead, if he
gives sufliclent reason. It is also laid
down by another authority that every
member who intends to move for the
appointment of a select commitee should
endeavour to ascertain previously whether
each person proposed to be appointed
can give his attendunce thereon. It is
requsite that this should be known
before the final decision is given.

Ballot taken, and a select committee
appointed comprising Mr. Hudson, Mr.

ale, Mr. Monger, Mr. Walker, with inability io attend the meetings of the

Mr. Keenan as mover.

OBSJECTION TO SERVE.

Mer. WALKER : Is it necessary that
this matter should be dealt with now ? 1
have already intimated that it is impos-
gible for me to sit. I was pever con-
sulted. It is against my will, and as the
ballot was proceeding I anpounced that
it would be against the grain, Bo to spealk,
for me to sit on the commitiee. 1 do
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not want to give more reasons, but I
want to know if this matter can be dealt
with at once, and that sonteone be sub-
stituted in my place.

Mr. SPEAKER : It is necessary to
give notice. I may udd for the informa.-
tion of members, and I might have read
this before—this is a guotation from an
authority--* The House is always willing
to allow valid reasons for excusing him-
I do not think the
member need worry. [Notice must be
given.

Mz. BATH : Cannot notice be given
now ¥

Mr. SPEAKER: Tt is too late now.

Mr. WALKER: I desire to muke
another statement.

T ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
understand that if the member gives
valid reason, he can be discharged from
attending on this committee; but notice
of motion wust be given for his dis-
charge.

Mr. BPEAEER: I bhave quoted
the authority. The hon. member is
strictly within his right. It is stated
that the House is always willing, and T
take it that this House will be always
willing, to discharge a member if he
wishes to be discharged ; but notice must
be given.

Tae PREMIER: A similar case oc.
curred, as far as my memory serves me,
in regard to the select committee referred
to to-night, on the Local Courts Bill. It
was found that Mr. James could not
attend the meetings of the committee;
and he was discharged and Mr. Moran's
name substituted. I take it the same
course can be adopted in regard to the
member for Kanowna.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH: The usual
course is that at the first meeting the
committee should make its own arrange-
ments. The member would report his

committee, and the chairman could then
ask that he be discharged, and that some-
one be appointed in his place.

Mr. WALKER: If this passes over
to-night, I am honourably expected to
attend the first weeting. I am appointed
now, as the vote goes, but I do not wish
to retain that appointment for a mowment,
and I do not wish to attend the first
meeting.  If therefore I stay away from
that meeting, it may be construed into
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contempt, which 1 have not the least

desire to be guilty of in the slightest by the present Premier.

way. I desire lo offer no contempt or
disrespect to a committee or the House.
I hope, therefore, that to relieve me of
that moral obligation of attending the
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first meeting, I- may be discharged to- -

night,

Me. SPEAXER : T thiok that on the
chairman of the select committre know-
ing your wishes in the natter, there
would be no questivn whatever. A
motion might Le woved in the ordinury
way, if you istimated to him that you
had reasouns for not serving.

Mz. HUDSON: I desire to say that
Iintend to give notice to apply to have
my name discharged frem this com-
mittee.

Me. SPEAXER: The hon. member
ull)u?:t take the ordinary procedure to do
that.

Mr. HUDSON: That will be done;
but I am just giving notice that such
application will be made at the meeting.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL moved
that the committee bave power to call
for persons and papers, to sit on days
over which the House stands adjourned,
and to report on the 28th August.

Question put and pasgsed.

BILL—LAND TAX ASSESSMENT.

MACHINERY MEASURE.
S8ECOND READING.

Debate resumed from the previous
Tuesday ; the DEPUTy-SPEARKER in the
Chair.

M=. A. C. GULL (Swan): In deal-
ing with the second reading of this most
important measure, I do not intend to
ocenpy the attention of the House for a
lengthy period, recognising that the great
fight which will undoubtedly happen
over the Bill in Committee will ventre
round Clause 10 and its subclauses, and
the various exemption clauses. When
this Bill gets into Committee, I with
other members will sift perhaps certain
of those exemptions; therefore I do not
intend to deal with them at length
to-night. T want to lovk at the matter
entirely apart from party considerations,
entirely from the point of view of the
exigencies and requirements of the Trea-
surer for revenue purposes, and in the
inlerests of the great land settlement

Bill, second reading.

policy of Western Australia enunciated
I in common
with every wember of the House, no
matter which side he sits on, have
sympathy with the Treasurer in the
position in which he finds himself to-day,
a position which las never before
bappened in the annals of Western
Australin, that of facing o  deficit
for the coming year of a yuarter of a
million. This iy a very grave position
for any Treasurer to be plared in; and
although we may fecl that it bas been
brought about by circumstances over
which personally we have no control,
still we know the position exists, and
that it is necessary to have a bold and
comprehensive policy of works, railways,
and so forth to emable this country to
overtake the serivus handicap which has
been placed upon it by its baving joined
the FPederal constitution of Australia.
Looking at this question from both sides
it occurs to me that before any T'reasurer
has a right to ask the House to support
him in new taxation proposals it lies
with him entirely to economise in every
possible way. He should do so lefore
usking for authority for new taxation
which most cerfainly will have a detri-
mentalinfluence on the big Jaud settlement
that must beadopted in Western Australia.
This question of economy, the cutting
down of all needless expenses, the saving
of money wherever it is possible to do so,
1s the alternative suggestion that I wish
to lay before the House to-night. I
quite recognise the difficulties that attach

- to any Government in dealing with the

question of economies and of adminis-
tration, because it is a most regrettable
fact that for many years the system has
been growing larger and larger as the years
pass. It has seemed that, although
we have bad marvellous increases in our
revenue from year to year, still the cost
of administration and of collecting that
revenue has always increased in a greater
ratio even than the revenue. The Minis-
ter for Works the other night, in referring
to this question of economy poivted out
—and I think that he rather exeused
this Government und any Government as
far as possible frow economising—tbat
really the system seems to hauve pot
beyond control, and has become master
of the situation. Whether this Govern-
ment is strong enough to deal con-
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clusively with the matter, or whether
it is to he some other Goverpment in
futnre, in the intevests of this State
economy must be rigorously prosecuted,
No matter how people may smart it is
gimply obligatory on any Government to
cut down in whatever possible way it cun
expenses that are and have heen year
after year increasing out of due propor-
tion to the revenue collected. It is pro-
pused in dealing more particularly with
this Bill to raise additional revenue by
auvimproved value taxation. It is im.
perative at this epoch of Western Aus-
tralia’s history, inorder to make up ground
we have lost through joining the Fed-
eration,
and comprehensive policy of loan au-
thorisation for the purpose of railway
construction and opening up the one big
asset which we have and which is likely
to place us in a position to recover the
ground lost in the last few years. I
notice that in this connection the Premier
m his new Land Bill proposes to raise
the price of land, and I am quite with
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that we should bave a bold

him m that proposal, because I recognise °
that in the past we have virtually been °

giving the land away to those who only
paid five per cent. interest on the original

supposed cost of it, and at the end of 20

vears did not even have to pay the prin-
cipal. This is a good plan to introduce
settlement in the first instance; but now
that the price of land has been raised to

£1 what will be the position of the new .

immigrant coming in and taking up
land at the present moment, bearing in
wind that the land will not be as good
as the general run, and not so close to
milway communication as that of the
men who came in prior to them, and that
those new settlers will now pay £1 an
acre in lien of }Os., which the original
man paid? T think that there will be
a difficulty in placing the two men ina
parallel position as regards the taxation
they will have te pay under this land
values tax. It is also to be remembered
thatin regard to our customs, whichare, un-
fortunately for us,collected by the Federal
Government, we stand above any other
State of Australia in taxation per head.
That is a point which should be borne in
mind when we consider the advisability
of imposing fresh taxation which will
affect every class of the community. We
also have to make allowance for our very
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huge territory and the very great diffi
culty that attends administration, as
expressed by the Miuvister for Works the
other mnight, and the additional cost
attendant upon that huge territory. It
is an unfortunate faet that the cost
of administration and of collecting
revenue is higher in this State than in
any other State of the Commonwealth. I
think that is due to the fact that during
our few, unfortunately few, unbounded
vears of prosperity in the times of Sir
John Forrest, there was a tendency to
employ more than would otherwise have
been engaged. It applies to everyone of
us. When we ure doing well and have a
good income, we do not so much coun-
sider the effect of putting on un additional
hand or two, and so it is with a Govern-
went. That prosperity has to a certain
degree declined ; but wehave still a great
stuff, and in my opinion the staff wust
be curtailed to meet the present circum-
stances. Speaking of economies, and of
the prospect that appears to-day, of a
land tax from the Goverument in addition
to land taxes for municipal and roads
hoards purposes also, it seems to me that
subsidies to municipalities and roads
boards must be brought under serious
review. Last yeur the subsidies, extra-
ordinary grants, aud so forth, amounted
to nearly .£250,000. Our roads board
rating is of two kinds. Each board may
rate on the unimproved value, or on the
rental value, and has, in all cases of
rating on the unimproved value, the
privilege of declaring what are the un-
improved values. [f the roads boards
were divided inlo first, second, and third
class, and a minimum rate were fized
for each, just as a maximum rate is
fixed, it appears to me the result would be
very advaniageous. I suggest that the
mazimunt rate on rental value for a
first-class roads board should be 1s. 6d.
in the pound, with 1s. as the minimum;
1s. maximum for the second-class, 6d.
the minimum ; 6d, the mazimum for the
third-class, and 3d. the minimum, Then
the necessity for huge grants to the
municipalities and roads boards would
be considerably lessened. I would sug-
gest, farther, that roads boards should
not have the privilege of rating on the
unimproved value; because, though there
are boards who rate themselves up to 2d.
in the pound on the unimproved value,
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many boards mte as low ag {d.; and not
ounly that, but thev keep down the vulues

also.  And so long as the board itself has
the puwer to declure the valuationy, the
amount raised depends entirely on the
sort of people the bourd evnsists of. The
amount may be fair, or merely nominal.
The Doards through their meutbers are
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always beseiging the Trensury, giving

various reasons why they ure entitled to
particulur  grants; und if my sugges.

tion were adopted in some shape,
we should dispense with the need
for a land {ax on the community

ags a whole, and for collecting that
tax at great cost, and handing it baek to be
spent by those budies, so thut it muy dis-

Bill, second reading.

refer to the Northam. I was shown a
rate notice for a block just outside Nor-
tham. The owner of the bleck told me
he wan prepared to sell it for £100.
Still, the rate notice showed the vnim-
proved value as £30; and the rate of 1d.
in the pound amounted to 2s. 64. Now,
when a first-cluss hoard in a first-class
district like Nortlun, the best agricul-
tural distriet in Western Australia, can
impose only 1d. in the pound, und cut
down the valuation from a fuir value
of £100, at which the man would sell

 to-duy, to £30, I say that the Govern-

appear, as it does now, under the roads

board votes. T wish to point out the
difference between the extsting systems of
rating. I koow of two estates, in the
game electorate, but each wunder a
different roads buoard and rated on
difierent systems.
subject as fair a complexion us I can, I

ment are being defranded of revenuwe;
because such boards ean demand Gorv-
ernment gruuts for waking roads and
bridges in their districts. I would sug-

 gest alse that the Governmeunt would

And to put on the -

will take the mazximum in one case, and .

2d. instead of 23d. in the other. Each
estate has a rvental value of £250. In
one case, at 1s. 6d. in pound, the rates
amount to £18 1ss. Now thig, T con-
tend, is a very fair tax towards road
maintenance, raised from a property pro-
ducing £250; but the other area, some-
whut ginaller, and having the same rental
value, is vulued by the other board at
£15 on the unimproved value, the rate
‘being 24. in the pound. Both these pro-
perties are ¢lose to a town. This brings
the rate up to £56 58. per aunum. With
the imposition of a Glovernment land tax,
there would be another £26 2s. 6d., and
it seems to nue that no Government would
wish to impose soch an increase on the
£356 that is collected. And bear in mind
that another £14 odd can still be imposed
by the roads boards, in which event the

position of the owner of the property will |

be untenable. Tet the Government con-

sider weriously the proposal for clussing

tha roada boards, compelling them to
have & minimnm as well as a maximum;
and then the boards must rate high
enough to aveid in a large measure the
need for the annunl Government grants
totalling £250,000 to roads boards and
municipalities. I must justance one
other roads board that every member in
this House would consider fivat-class, [

greatly ease the tension by taking charge
of the maintenance of wain trunk roads.
Thus the Government money paid for
ruads wonld be spent on the innin avenues.

Tue Premer: Yoa would have to get
a geunius to define “ avenues.”

Mr. GULL: I am sure thut the
Premier could define them in five minutes.
He realiges as well as [ what iz a main
road. A main read, I take it, is that
between a railway station and the neurest
town, in the country districts, and the
term meludes soch ronds as the Perth.
Albany, the Perth-Bunbury, the Perth.
Fremantle, and the DPerth-Newcastle.
(Tuterjection.) But many of these trunk
roads are now falling into disrepair
because they are under the jurisdiction
of roads boards, and those main roads,
which in the early days carried all the
trafic, are not difficult 10 keep in repair.

Tag Premier: But is it oot much
DLetter to look after the feeders of the
railway stations rather than the main
roads ?

Me. GULL: Quite so; but a road
running from a railway station in the
conntry is » main road All the bush
roads would remain in charge of the
boards. My contention is, we have now
to pay to the roads boards extra woney
for road mainlenance ; and I contend that
the Government, once released from the
need for paying anmually £250,000 for
this purpose, could undertake the upkeep
and the waintenance of the main rqads.
I have to make another sugpestion, and
de not think I shall be accused of revert-
ing to the methods of early days, if I
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explain the wmanner of its application. | modate the scholars, it almost justifies us

At the present time we pay between
£30,000 and £40000 a year for the
upkeepof the Fremantle and other prisons.
Hon. F. H. Piesse: Do you want to
turn the prisoners loose ?
Mg. GULL: No; but T would make
it 50 that good conduct men in the Fre-

mauntle prison could be given a chance to

go out purely as a premium for goord
conduct, to work on the maintenance of
trunk roads. Probably there would be
certain defections; but once a man
abused the advantage uvffered to him, he
should never have a sccond opportunity
given him. I would place to the credit
of the prisoner each week he was work-
ing on the roads a small snm of, say, 4s.
or 53, a weel; and by the time he ful-
filled hig sentence, he would have a few
pounds with which to start life again. I
am perfectly sure that, given a chance,
many men would jump atthe opportunity
of doing work such as this, and at theend
of their time of making a start again as
respectable men. Of course, I do not
refer to regular criminals. They con-
stantly return to gaol. But there are
many men whe go inte gaol for perhaps
the first or second time who would do so.
Now when they have served their sen-
tences, they are turned adrift into the
comunity, and the only chance they
have to keep alive is to commit other
crimes. The Education Department is
unother big department on which a fair
saving could be made. We spent last
year £155,278 on education, and of this
sum £126,276 went in salaries. T believe
in education just as thoroughly as any
wember, but the thing has been growing
out of proportion in its cost to the popu-
lation of the State.  This elaborate
system of education has induced wealthy
men living in the suburbs to take

their children from ordinary schools and .

send them to State schools, thus getting
children educated for nothing. It was
never contemplated that the wealthy
men of this State should get their
children educated for nothing. To thuse
in a lesser degree in the matter of wealth,
I would give every educational facility ;
but when men in first-class positions pay
the fares of their
suburbg so that the children may attend
the big school at James Street, which is
constantly requiring additions te accom-

children from the ’

in running the schools en somewhat the
same linew as the public hospitals; that
is, where wen can afford to pay for the
education of their children, they should
he compelled to de so, but where a man
is in a leseer position, he shoull not be
asked tn pay, as is the case in the
hospitals.  We have appointed a Public
Servire Commissioner, with & big salary
and un assnred salary for five years. Are
the Government going to accept the sug-
gestions of that Commissioner, ov do
away with the position altogether? If
the anggestions are no good, by all means
do awny with the position and save
monay in thal direction. In conelusion,
I empbasise the fact that the Treasurer
saps he rteguires some £100,000 by a
laad tax; but I maintain that the present
scheme i more likely to bring in double
that sum. I have no doubt the Treasurer
hopes it will do so.

Ter TrreasorEr: I cannot see it
Oa what du you base your calgulations ?

Mg. GULL: On my knowlelge of the
country. I know the Henorary Minister
is very much of the same opinion as
myself. I am anxiously awaiting details.
I want to be satisfied first of all that we
cannot do witbout this tax. I am quite
prepured to admit that if we are going on
with railway extensiows, which I think
are absolutely necessary, we must be
prepared to pay sowmething ; bat T do not
hold with the proposed rate of 2d., with a
penny reduction in certain instances. I
do not think it is fair. I think it is
more than a fuir measure of taxation
to impose, becanse we all recognise that
when we ure going to impose a burden
on a man or on the State, it is usual
to begin with as light u burden as
pussible apd to gradually accustom the
bearer to the bmden, and if necessary, to
gradually increase it.  But do not let us
start out with such a maximum, because
it will not he very long before the
Treasury will tell us that this wmaximum
is the winhinum and that e must have
an inerease; becwuse I say without hesi-
tatiun that the history of the State bas
proved conclusively that we are prone to
vxtravagance in administration, I want
the Treusnrer and the Government gener-
ally to recognise that, although I am pre-
pared to assist them witha fair measure of
tuxation, but I dv think that 2d. and
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1d. rebate is 'too great a burdem (o °

impoge, and if they insist on the 2d.
and 1d., I shall vote against the tax
altogether. It is not a question of
patriotism, it is o question of what I
congider the agricultural communities
and the towns can stand. The average
holding in Western Auatralia, we will say
for the sake of argument, is 6,000 acres.
[Tae Premier: What?] If members
like we will say 3,000 acres is the average
holding in Western Australia, that is
taking the good districls with the bad
districts. ‘The cultivable area of that is
not more than one.third.

Tae PreMIER : What is the other
valued at?

Mg. GULL: Under this Bill, it there
are 3,000 acres the owner will bave to pay
up to £1 on the 3,000 acres. This is on
freehold land. If the Government are
prepared to accept as the valuation 6s.
8d. in agricultural districts I am quite
‘satisfied, but I waintain the Govern-
ment are not justified in fixing the value
at 6s. 8d.

Tar PrEmier: You say it is poor
land ?

Mr. GULL: [ did not say anything of
the kind.

Tse PreEsmier: You said there were
three classes of land.

Mg. GULL: There are three classes
of land, first, second and third class.
Let us take an area in the first class,

_ exemption of from 2d. tv¢ 1d.

If a person has 6,000 acres of land, 2,000 .

acres of that area are cultivable.  There
of ennrse is the fepcing and ringing en
the 4,000 acres, but that is only a matter
of a few shillings to the acre, consequently
the owner would have to spend on the
2,000 acres close on £4,000 in improve-
ments before he can earn the rebate.

A man cannot spend £4,000 on the 2,000

acres to make a commercial success of the
land, In first-class country it depends
"entirely what the valuation may be. I
know estates in the eastern districts that
" probably are valued, and rightly valued,
at £4 an acre, the improved value. Take,
for instance ,the biggest estate in Western
Australia that has been before the country
generally in regard to the land taxation
question, the Woodside Wilberforce Es-
tate, containing 32,006} acres. There are
eight sons in the family who own the
eslate. They are working it virtually as

Rill, second readiny.

a community. That eslate at £4 an acre
on the improved value tots up to £128,000.

Tee PremER: Isthat the unimproved
value ?

Mr. GULL: That is the improved
value. The improvements on that land
are valued at, say, £20,000. That leaves
£108,000 as the unimproved value, and
on that £108,000, on the very best show.
ing, the owners are compelled to spend
£33,000 in improvements to gain the
That
estate has been in the baunds of one
family for 70 odd years. It was pur-
chased for hard cash 70 years ago for
£4,000.

Meuser: Look at the increased value,
b Mg. GULL: What would the increase

e P

Me. Bara: The money they put into
the land, if the land has been utilised,
would return interest in that way.

Mz, GULL: If yon knew the circum-
stances of Western Australia for the first
50 years of the 70 years, probably the
owners could not have got a snup of the
fingers for the estate.

Mg. Barn: They say they were a lot
better off.

M=z. GULL: In some instances they
got enough and were satistied, At
present we are not satisfied but are
looking for more. The position is this.
These people would have to spend
£33,000 iu improvements before they are
entitled to the rebate. T do mot for a
moment suyprest that the bulance of the
land not under cultivation is waste land
or regarded as such, because it s running
no less than 15,000 sheep at the present
time, and there is not the slightest doult
those 15,000 sheep are returning more
value per thousand acres than the land
which 18 under cultivation. I do noi say
for a woment thut land should escape
taxation. There are other estates not
so large but in the same position, and [
say that it is too much to ask that the
owners should have to spend £33,060 in
inprovements before they can get the
cxemption. I say without hesitalion
that the cxpenditure of that £33,000
would make the estate a non-commercial
suCCess.

Mg. Daerise : It would pay them to
pay the extra tax, then.

Mgr. GULL: Quite so. Bul because
it suits you to pay a certain amount of
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money in order to avoid a greater

calamity, it does not show that the pay-
meut of that money is not an exorbitant
exaction. I maintain that it is not a
fair thing to ask estates such as this to
expend more money in improvements
than is warrantedl as a commercial pro-
position in order that the gwners may be
enabled to claim the rebate.
iv the pound on that estate—and there
are many others similarly sitnated —is, in
my opinien, an nnfair tax.

Mr. Lyncr : £33,000 is more than is
recquired.

Mz GULL: No.
nnimproved value,

Tue PremiEr: Under the conditions
of the Land Act, or any anmendment
thereof.

Mr. GULL: That virtually is what
the whole thing boils down {o.  Another

thiog, if it is possible to apply three or |

four difforent clavses to any particolar
estate, it is most mislending, and there is
not suflicient definiteness to get the posi-
tion as it ought to be got at; and I think

it should be absolutely manifest. I |

wdmit the difficulties of the case as
regards these conditional purchase lands
that are under ull sorts of varying con-
ditions of payment; and T admit the
difficalty that accrues, and will acerue,
in ascertaining what is the unimproved
vulue of an estate that hus been sold at
10s. an acre, of which only 5s. hus been
paid. I see that thereir a difficulty in
that respect; but in dealing with a hig
freehold property, such as this or any
freeheld property —

Tue PreEmier: That does not inter-
fere with the value of the property.

Mr. GULL:

interfere, in this way. IfT bought from

the Governmeunt o thousand neres of lund

at 10s. on deferred payments extending

over 20 vears, two years afterwards the °

value of that land would not be 10s. an
acre; rertainly not. In the two years I
should have paid 1s. off it. How, then,

are yuu going to zrrive at the actual

unimproved valne of those hlocks which
ureina transitionstage¥ I seeanyamount
of dificulty attached to it, and I wonld
infinitely prefer to see some such seheme
an I have attempted to elaborate to.night

sericusly covsidercd by the Dlinistry. | >
heard on this question.

Because, I do not care from which aspect

you look at it, if you are going to raise |
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Twopence .

I submit that 1t does

~ but I would ask for leave.

Bill, second reading. %7
taxes to hand back to these roads boards
less the cost of collection, it would be a
conriderably better proposition to say to
them, * Tux yourselves up to a maximum
and down to a minimum which is defined
by law,” and therely release to the
Treasurer a couple of hundred thousand
pounds a vear, which is a long way more
than he claims ha will get by the pro-
posed taxation,

M. J. C. G. FOULKES (Claremont) :
When this Bill was introduced by the

- Treasurer he pleaded an urgent necessity
One-third of the

for raising revenue and that the proper
meank of raising farther revenue was by
proposing this taxation. He difated at
great length upon the fact that in

. all probahility we had a deficit to face.

QUESTION O ORDER, RTUTLING.

Tue Derury SeearEr: I would call
the hon. member's attention to the fact
that he moved 40 amendment to the Bill,
and in deing g0 he has forfeited his right

" to gpeak again,

Mgr. FovLges: I understand that wo
are now debating the whole questioa.

Tuk Drrury SreEarer: The fact of
the hon. member moving an amendment
Torfeita his right to speak aguin.

Mr. Fournkrs: | am not speaking on

' the amendment, hut on the Bill.

Tur Depury Spearer: I awm fully
aware of that; bnt the fact of his having
moved an amencdment forfeits his right to
speak on the main question.

Mg, Lavyman: I beg to move the ad-
journment of the debate.

Mu. Forvrgrs: Of course, I how to
vour mling with the greatest respect;
but when I moved the amendment the
other day, I refrained from discussing the
merits of the Bill.

Tae Derury Seuaker: I know T am
perfectly right,

Mr. Fourgrs: ITam qnite suve of that;
The House
has power to give me leave.

Mr. Hotyman: I heg to move that the
speaker he now heard.

Tre DEroTY SPEAKER: ] cunnotaccept
a motion that is against the Standing
Orders.

Mr. Fourges: By leave of the House.
There is power to give leave that I he

Mr. Wargrer: Not on that.
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M=r. Fourges: I make an appeal to
the House to give perission.

Tae Deeoryr Seeaxex: The House
cannot give the hon. member a right
which is not within the Standing Orders.

Me. FovLkes: IthoughtTcould speak
by the indulgence of the House. T have
not a copy of the Standing Orders by
me; but I believe there is power to per-
mit a member to be heard by the in.
dulgence of the House, and as an act of
indulgence T am now asking for permis-
‘sion to speak.

Tue Depury Sreaker: The question
ig that the debate be now adjourned.

Me. TFourges: There is another
method. T was going to ask for leave to
mzke a personal explanation, as T cannot
speak on the merits of the Bill. To-day
I read in one of the public papers what
purported to be a report of a meeting
which was held by certain supporters of
the Government; and judging from that
aceount-—— )

Tae Derury SpeEageEr: The hon.
member had full opportunity of speaking
when the Bill was introduced.

Mk. Fovrkes: I did not quite hear
what vou said, sir; but I believe that if
there is no one objecting to my speaking
I can be heard on the second reading.

Tue Derury SpEaEer: The Standing
Orders provide that—

A member wha hag addressed the House on
the main question cannot move or sccond an
amendment, nor can a member who hasinoved
or seconded an amendment speak upon the
original question after the amendment has
been withdrawn or otherwise disposed of,

Mr. Fourxes: The member for
Swan (Mr. Gull) happens to have
seconded the amendment I made the
other night; and as he bas been heard, I
consider I should have an opportunity of
replying to some of the statements which
be made.

Me. WaLgzr : On explanation.

Tue Derury Speaker: The hon.
member does not quite understand the
position. When a question is before the
House, a ' member who moves an amend-
ment forfeits his right to speak on the
main question. But the seconder of an
amendment is not in exactly the same
position ; because this House has a
special Standing Order, 122, which permits

the seconder to speuk again, if he seconds |

[ASSEMBLY.)
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& motion by merely rising without then
speaking.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mer. FOULKES (in explanation):
shull proceed with the personal explana-
tion I was about to make. There was
in one of this morning’s newspapers what
purported to be an account of a meeting
of Government supporters held yester-
day. From that account it would appear
there was an attempt by the Leader of
the Government and some of his col-
leagues to dictate to certain other mem-
bers, of whom I was one. No one would
more strongly resent dictation than I, if
any member of the House, even the
Premier, attempted to dietate what should
be my conduct with regard to any Bill.
But I cun truly say that no attempt wus
made by the Premer or his colleagues to
dictate to me what steps I should take
with respect to this Bill. The vther day
I moved a certain amendment in this
House, hecause I thought it necessary
that the people of the country should
know what tax the Governmeut proposed
to inflict upon them. I counsidered it
was impossible for the people or for us
to judge of the true wmerits of this
wachinery Bill unless they knew the tax
proposed to be inflicted. In my opinion
the Treasurer made a serious mistake in
withholding this information from the
House and from the countryv. I dis-
agree strongly with the steps the Gov.
ernment have taken in regard to the
Bill; but on that point we have agreed
to differ. 1 made no secret of my
opinion, and the Leader of the Gor-
ernment realised my objections; bnt I
can truly say there was no attempt at
dictation on his part. He has known
me for a considerable number of years,
and I am sure he wishes that every mem-

. ber of this House, and especially on the

Goverument, side of the House, should
have the fullest possible liberty to vote
and to speak ag that member thinks
fit.

Mg. Bovrox:
apprar.

Mg, FOULEES: I bave for a number
of yeurs been a member of this House,
and have always spoken and voted ou
every measure on its merits, T have

That does not always

" pever been tied to support this Govern-

ment or to oppose that Government, I
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absolve the Premier from attempting in
any way to intimidate any member with
respect to this Bill.

saying much woure with regard to the
Bill; but I kpow that this is not
the end of the measure, and that we
shall later have every opportunity of

gpeaking, of which opportunity I shall |

be glad to avail myself.
On motion by Me. Laymaw, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMEXNT,

The House adjourned at 10-35 o’clock,

until the next Tuesday.

Fegislatibe Conncil,
Tuesday, 14th August, 1906.
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QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL LAND FOR
BRIT1SH IMMIGRANTS.

Hen. J. M. DREW asked the Colonial

Necretary: 1, Is the Government pre.

pared to give this House some informa-
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Iam sorry I am .
prevented by the Standing Orders from :
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" agricultural lund reserved exclusively for

British immigrants? (b.) As to the
localities of the various reservations ?

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: At present no land bus been
reserved exclusively for any particular
class of immigrant. '

MOTION—DINGO DESTRUCTION.
Hox. F. CONNOR (North) moved —

That owing to the ravazes being committed
by wild dege in the North and Norcth-West
Districts of this State, some action by the
Government is necessary to cope with the
pest.

He said: I do not intend to speak at

. length on the maotion, which is the result

of an intimation from some of my con-

. stituents through me to the Govermnent,

of the necessity for doving something to
eradicate the dingo pest; and I think
this the best method of bringing the
matter into prominence. Unfortunately,
it is well known, not only in this but in
the sister States, that the ravages of wild

. dogs are increasing, that the pest must
- sooner or later be dealt with, and that

the sooner the work is taken in hand the
more easily will eradication be effected.
I huve here a long letter from the Table-
land Roads Board office at Tawmboora,
setting forth that wild dogs are increas-
ing in the North-West. We know the
dangers arising fromnm wild dogs; that
where they exist In nunbers it 1s impos-
gible for sheep to increase or even to
flourish. We know farther that ewun
in cattle country, where there are no
gsheep — and of this I speak from
personal knowledge—when the dogs he-
come numerous they do not stop at
killingr calves; they sometimes kill even
cows when these are in a weak state,
There ure three methods of dealing with
the pest. The first is by peison. Tt
is hardly the province of the Govern-
ment to send out men to poison dogs ;
hut the poisoning can be effected hy
other agencies. The second is to pay to
anyone, even to people who make a busi-
ness of killing dingoes, a certain bonus
for what are known as scalps and tails.
The third method is by fencing. Of
course in the large areas of the North,
dog-proof fencing is out of the question ;
consenqquently my remarks as to fenciny

tion—(n.) As to the aggregate area of | will not apply to the far North, but to



